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An Answer to “ The Finiſhing Stroke” of | 
Richard Hill, Eſq; Eh 


ain which ſome Remarks upon Mr. Fal/ome's antinomiag 
Creed, publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. Berridge, 
are occaſionally introduced. 
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With an AP PE ND IX 
Upon the remaining difference between the Calviniſts and the ant 
Calviniſis, with reſpect to our Lord's dactrine of Juſtification 
by word:, and St. James's doctrine of Frffification 
by works, and not by faith anly. 


THE SECOND EDITION, 


— 8 88 Aa. 


3 Ai deceivers and yet gruc— 
In meckneſs inſtruting thoſe that effeſe themjelves, 
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The ConTENTs. 


$1. Mr. Hill endeavours to ſcreen his miſ- 


Aakes, by preſenting the world with a wrong 


view of the controverſy, —>\ II. His charge, 
that the practical reli gion recommended in the 
Checks © undermines both law and goſpel,” is 
retorted ; and the Mediator's Law of Line | 
is defended. III. Mr. H's faint attempt 
to ſhow, that his ſcheme differs from ſpeculative 
antinomianiſm: His inconſi Rency in pleading 


Jor and againſt /in, is iluftrated by Fudak's 


behaviour to Tamar. I IV, At Mr. H's 


ſpecial requeſt Mr. Fulſome (a groſs ant ins- 


mian, firſt introduced to the world by the Rev. 
Mr. . brought upon the ſtage of the 
controverſy. B. attempts in vain to bind. 
„ An with Calviniſtic cords.— V. Mr. Hill 
” cannot defend his doctrines of grace before the 
Judicious, by producing a liſt of the groſs anti- 
nomians, that may be found in Mr. Weſley's 
vciettes. $ VI. Mr. Hill, after paſſing 9ver 
all the arguments and ſcriptures of the 4th Check, 
attacks an ilufiration with the IXth. Article. 
His ftroke is warded off, and that article turned 
againſt Calviniſm.—— VII. His moral creed 
about faith and works is incompatible with his 


immoral em. —— & VIII. He raiſes a cloud 


of duft about a fair, though abridged quotation + 
from Dr. Owen; and in his eagerneſs to _ 
. þ r. 
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( 


Mr. Wefley and his ſecond with di ungern | 
ity, furniſhes them with weapons againſt his 


own errors. IX. The © execrable Swiſs 
flander” proves ſterling Engliſh truth. 
X. The fincerity of our Lord's inter ceſfion 
even for Judas, is defended. 
anſwer to two capital charges of groſs miſrepre- 
ſentation. Some queries concerning 
Mr. Hill's forwardneſs to accuſe his opponents 
of diſingenuity, groſs perverhon, calumny, 
forgery, &c. and concerning his abrupt manner 
of quitting the field of controverſy, —{ XIII. 
A perpetual noiſe about groſs perverſions, and 


bale forgeries, becomes Mr. Hill as little as. 


any writer, confidexing his own inaccuracy with 
regard to quotations'; ſome flagrant inſtances of 
which 9 oduced out of tus Finiſhing Stroke. 
IV. The * after profeſſing his 
Ts love and reſpect for all pious Calvi- 
niſts, apologizes for his antagoniſt before the 
anti-Catvinifts; And, — XV. Takes his 
friendly leave of Mr. Hill, after promiſing 
him to publiſh a ſermon on Rom. xi. 5, ©, to 
recommend and guard the doctrine of free grace 
in a ſcriptural manner. 


In the AyyENDAIx, the author 3 by ten 
more arguments, the abſurdity of ſuppoſing with 
the ſolifidians, that Believers are juſtified by 

works before MEN and ANGELS, but xor 

before GOD. OP 
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; | 1 0 THE | 
Finiſhing Stroke of Rich- Hill, Eſq; 
* | — 45s 


Have received your Finiſhing Stroke, aud 
return the following anſwer ; to you, or, 
if you have quitted the field, to your pious 
Second, the Rev, Mr. Berridge, who by a 

publick attack upon ſincere obedience, and upon the doc- 
trine of a believer's j#/fification by works, and not by 
faith only, has y entered the lifts in your place, 
$ I. Page 6, You complain, that I repreſent you, 
as fighting the battles of the rankeſt — on 
«© Becavsx, [ſay you] we firmly believe and unani- 
% moufly aſſert, that the blood of Chrift cleanſeth from 
„all fin, and that, F any man fin, we have an advo- 
„ cate with the Father, &c. and that this adwocacy 
„ prevails,” — Not ſo, dear Sir; I apprehend you 

| app . 
| B give 


J 


( 1 ) Tm 


"You know, I never oppoſed you for ſaying, at the 


 $lood of Chrift cleanſes a pemtent believer ALL 
fin. On the contrary, this I infiſt upon in à fuller 
ſenſe than you do, who, if I miſtake not, ſuppofe 
that Death, and not the blood of Chriſt applied by the 
ſanctifying Spirit is to be our Cleanſer from ALL fir. 
The point which we debate is not then, whether 


; 


f Fe your readers totally wrong ideas of the queſtion. 


N HP | 


Chriſt's blood cleanſes from all fin, but whether is. 


actually cleanſes from all guilt an impenitent back/lider, 
a filthy apoſtate; and whether God ſays to the fallen 

believer, that commits adultery and murder, Thou 
* art all fair, my love, my unde filed, there is no ſpot in 

* thee:” This you affirm in your 4th letter; and 
this I expoſe, as the very quinteſſenee of ranteriſm, 

antinomianiſm, and Catvidiftic perſeverance. 


SHS 
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The ſecond part of your miſtake is yet more 
glaring than the firſt, The queſtion, is not [as you 
inform your readers þ whether, if any man fin, we 
Baue an advocate with the Father, &c. Von know, Sir, 
that far from denying this comfortable truth, I main- 
tain it in full oppoſition to your narrow ſyſtem, which 
declares, that / any man, who is paſſed by or non- 
elected, inueth, there is yo advocate with the Father for 
HIM; and that there are thouſands of ab/alutely repro- 
bated wretches, born to have the devil for a tempter 
and an accuſer, without any help from our Redeemer, 
and advocate. 

Nor yet do we debate, whether Chriſt's advocacy 
prevails, in the fulleſt ſenſe of the word, for all that 
know the day of ther viſitation ; This is a point of doc- 
trine, in which I am as clear as yourſelf, But the 
queſtion, about which we divide, is, (1) Whether 
Chrift's advocacy never prevails, when he aſks that, 
_ barren fig-trees, which are at laſt cut down for per- 
liſting in their unfruitfulneſs, may be ſpared this year 


„„ 


. 
alſo? Whether it prevails in ſuch a manner forall thoſe, 
who once made ever ſo weak an act of true faith, 
that they ſhall never make ſhipwreck of the faith, 
. never deny the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themſelves ſwift defirufion? (3) Whether Aaron and 
Korah, David and Demas, Solomon and Hymeneus, 
Peter and Judas, Philetus and Francis Spira, with all 
that fall from God, ſhall ina/libly ſing louder in heaven 
for their grievous falls on earth In a word, whether 
9 the /alvation of ſome, and the damnation of others, 
| are ſo fini/bed, that, during the day of their vifitation, 
| it is ahſalutely impoflible for one of the former, to 
| draw back to perdition from a ſtate of ſalvation ; and 
1 for one of the latter, to draw back to ſalvation from 
| a ſtate of perdition? | 
£ * Theſe important queſtions you ſhould have laid 
before -your readers as the very ground of our con- 
troverſy. But (inſtead of this you amuſe them with 
two precious ſcriptures, which I hold in a fuller ſenſe 
than yourſelf. This is a ſtroke of your logic, but 
it is not the fini/bing one, for you ſay: | 


S 


ö $ II. P. 6. ½e cannot admit the contrary doc- 
lu trine ¶ that of the Checks] without at once under 
mining both law and goſpel. For the law is certainly 
«© undermined by ſuppofing, that any breach of it what- 
ever, is not attended with the curſe of God. What 
law do I undermine ? Is it the law of innocence No. 
For I inſiſt upon it as well as you, to convince un- 
humbled finners, that there can be no ſalvation but 
in and thro' a Mediator. —Is it the Mediator's law, 
the law of liberty ? Certainly not: For I defend it 
againſt the bold attacks you make upon it; and ſhall 
now ward off the dreadful blow, you give it in this 
argument. | 
O Sir, is it right to confound, as you do, the law 
of paradifiacal innocence, with the evangelical law of £ 
$5 an hberty 


C03 

liberty, that in point of perſonal fincere obedience 
you may ſet both aſide = one ſtroke ? Is not this 

alviniſtic ſtroke as dangerous, as it is unſcriptural ? 
There is no law but one, which damns for want of 
abſolute innocence : All thoſe that are under any lau, 
muſt be under bi law, which curſes for a wandering 
thought as well as for inceſt. But believers are 
not curſed for a wandering thought Therefore they 
are under no law; they are not curſed even for inceſt; 
they may break their “re of life” by adultery as 
David, or by inceſt as the unchaſte Corinthian, with- 
out falling under the curſe of any divine law in force 


inſt them; in a word, without ceafing to be men 


God's own heart. 
Now whence ariſes the fallacy of. this argument ? 
Is it not from overlooking the mcdiator's law, the law 
of brit! Can you ſee no medium, between being 
under a arzleof life,” the breaking of which fhall 
work for our good; and being under à lago that curſes 
to the pit of hell for the leaſt want of abſolute inno- 


cence ? Betwixt thoſe two extremes, is there not the 


evangelical law of liberty ? | 
O Sir, be not miſtaken : The Goſpel has its law. 
Hear St. Paul: God /ball juDGE the ſecrets of men by 


eſus Chrift, according to my GOSPEL. Rom. ii. 16. 


ear St. James : /o ſpeak ye [ believers] and /o do, as 
they that ſhall be yUDGED by the LAW OF LIBERTY ; 
for he (the believer) ſhall have judgement without mercy, 
that hath ſhewed no mercy. Jam. Ii. 12, 13, illuſtrated 
by Matt. xviii. 23—35. | | 

Chriſt is neither an Eli, nora Nero, neither a 
dolt, nor a tyrant; but à prie/fly king, a Mel- 
ehiſedec, If he is a Ling, he has a law; his ſub- 
jects may, and the diſobed, 
it. If he is a preetly king, he has a gracious law; 
and if he has a gracious law, he requires no abſolute 
impoſſibilities. Thus the covenant of grace keeps 
a juſt medium between the relentleſs ſeverity of the 
firſt covenant, and the antinomian ſoftneſs or the co- 
venant trumpeted by ſome Calviniſts, | 1 


ent hall be condemned by 
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„ and not for others.” Well then, Sir, 


of 2 
Be not then frightened, O Sion, from meditatin 

in Chriſt's law day and night: for it is the law 

thy gracious Xing, who cometh unto thee meek, and 
fitting upon the foal of a mild, pacific animal; and not 
of thy fierce and fond Monarch, O Geneva, who 
comes riding upon the wings of ſtorms and tempeſts, 
to damn the reprobates for the pre-ordained, unavoid- 
able conſequences of Adam's pre-ordained unavoidable 
ſin; and to encourage fallen believers, that climb up 
into their neighbour's beds, by ſaying to each of 
them: Thou art all fair, my love, my nndefiled, there 
is no ſpot in thee, But more of this to Mr. 71 * Ft 
When you have given us a wrong idea of the Me- 
diator's law; you proceed to do the ſame. by the goſ- 
pel, _ which that law is ſo cloſely connected: for 

ou ſay : | | | 
l P. 6. *© The goſpel is certainly undermined, by ſup- 
Ang, that there is provifion made in it for _— 
ri 


the four Evangeliſts have certainly undermined the 
«© poſpel;”” for they all mention te fn again the 
Hobs Ghoſh, the fin unto death, or the fin of final im- 

nitency and unbelief; and they not only /uppoſe, 
— expreſly declare, that it is a fin, for which ** no 
„ provifion is made,” and the puniſhment of which 
obſlinate believers and apoſtates muſt perſonally 
bear. Is it not ſtrange, that the capital doctrine, by 
which our Lord gwards his own goſpel, ſhould: be 
repreſented as a capital error, by which . be goſpel 
ig certainly undermined P* 


CONS 


85 III. P. 6. To ſhow that your ſcheme is different 
from ſpeculative antinomianiſm, you aſk : I the er- 
«6 perience of David, Lot, aud Solomon, that of all thoſe 
« ho abide by thoſe doctrines I anſwer: It may be 
that of thouſands for ought you know, and if it is not 
that of myriads, no thanks to you, Sir, for you have 
e | B 3 given 


= 
® 


BS 6 Fr) 
given them encouragement enough: [ Though I till 
do you the juſtice to ſay, you have done it an- 
edly :] And leſt they ſhould forget your former in- 


nuendo, in this very page you as that The cove- 


„% xant of grace” [including no doubt finiſhed jalva- 
teon ] fandeth ſure in behalf of the elect under EVERY 
4% trial, STATE, and CIRCUMSTANCE they can poſſibly be 
„i;“ which, if T miſtake not, implies, that they 
may be in the impenitent ** fate” of drunken Lot, 
— adulterous David; or in the dangerous circum- 


& fance” of idolatrous Solomon and the inceſtuous 


Corinthian, without being leſs intereſted in fni/bed 


ſalvation, than if they ſerved God with Noah, Job, 


and Daniel. To this anſwer I add FlavePs judicious 
obſervation. ** If the principle will yield it, it is 
„ in vain to think corrupt nature will not catch ar 
5 it, and make a vile uſe and dangerous improvement 
« of it.“ But you ſay, p. 7. ** You know in your 
% conſcience, that we deteſt and abhor that .damna- 
« ble doctrine and poſition of real antinomians, Let 
4 us fin, that grace may abound.” I believe, dear Sir, 
that all p:ozs Calviniſts, and conſequently vor, abhor 
that horrible tenet radically, ſo far as you are ſaved 
from fin. And yet, to the great encouragement of 

raCtical antinomianiſm, you have made an enume- 
ration of the that fn, yea any lengeb in fin, unto 


adultery, robbery, murder and inceſt, does to the 


. Pleaſant children, You have aſſured them that fr 


Jhall work for their good; and you have cloſed the 


ſtrange plea by ſaying that @ grievous fall will make 
them fing louder the praiſes of free, ręſloring grace to all 
eternity in heaven. Now, honoured Sir, pardon me 
if I tell you my whole mind : Really to this day 
I think, that if I wanted to make Chriſt publicly 
the minifter of ſin, and to poiſon the minds of 
my hearers by preaching an antinomian ſermon from 


„ 


theſe words, Let ws fin . ＋ may abound,” 1 


could not do it more effectually than by ſhewing, 


according to the doQtrine of your Os £3) 


* 


| ( 4-) | SR 
That 2 the whole, ſin can do us no harm: (2) 
That far from hurting us, i: will wort for our good: 
And (3) that even a grievous fall into adultery and 
murder, will make us ing louder in heaven; all debts 
and claims again#t believers, be they more or be they leſs, 


be they ſmall. or be they great, be they before, or be they 


after conver fion, being for ever and for ever cancelled by 
Chrifs fulfilling the law for them. In the name of 
reaſon, I aſk, Where is the difference between pub- 
liſhing theſe unguarded tenets, and faying roundly, 
Let us fin that grace 'may abound ? * 

Do not reply, Sir, that this ohjection was brought 


_ againſt St, Paul as well as againſt you, and therefore 


the apoſtle's doctrines and yout's exactly coincide 

for this would be impeaching the innocent to ſcreen 
the guilty. The charge of indirefly ſaying, Let us 
ſim that grace may abound, is abſolutely falſe, when 
it is brought againſt St. Paul, but alas; it is too true 
when produced againſt the author of P. O. Where 
did that holy apoſtle ever os 0 $IN works for 
our good ? When did he declare, that he Lord over- 


rules fin, even adultery and murder, for the good of 


his backfliding people; and that grievous falls in this 
world, will make us more joyful in the next? But 
you know Sir, who has publiſhed thoſe maxim, and 
who ſtands to them even in a Finiſhing Stroke; inti- 
mating ſtill, that it is God's © feeret will” to do 
mou to his people, by the abominable thing which 

is ſoul hateth. P. 55, I. 36, &c. O Sir, hell is 
not farther from heaven, than this doctrine from 
that of the apoſtle : for while you abſolutely pro- 
miſe fallen believers louder ſongs in heaven, he con- 


ditionally threatens them with much ſorer puniſhment 


in hell, Heb. x. 29, and Chrift ſays, Go and fin no 
more, le a woRsE thing happen unto thee, But your 
ſcheme ſays, Go-any length in fin, and a more ex- 
cellent 1 bappen unto thee : A grievous 
fall will drive thee nearer to Chriſt,” 2 5 


| Leaving 


** 


01:6 Y | 
Leaving you to reconcile yourſelf with Paul 


and our bleſſed Lord, I beg leave to account for the 


warmth, with which you ſometimes plead for, . and 
ſometimes again fin. As a good man, you undoubt- 
edly «* deteit and abhor this dangerous maxim of 
the great Diana of the antinomians ; ſn quorks for good 
to believers; but as a ſound Calviniſt, you 1 for 
it, yea and you father it upon the apoſtle too: See 
3d Check, p. go. This contrariety in your ſenti- 
ments, may be illuſtrated by Judah's inconſiſtent be- 
haviour to Tamar. | ' 
As Tamar was an agreeable woman, Judah took 
an antinomiam fancy to her, gave her his „guet, brace» 
lets, and fla for a pledge; and faithfully ſent her a 
kid from the flock, But as ſhe was his diſgraced daugh- 
ter-in-law, big with a baſtard-child, though he him- 
ſelf was the father of it, he roſe againſt her with un - 
common indignation, and ſaid in a fit of legality, 
Bring her forth that ſhe may be burnt. Oh |! that, in- 
ſtead of calling me a ſpiritual calumniator,” and 
acculing me ot © wk falſbood and groſs perverfion” for 
bearing my teſtimony againſt a fimilar inconſiſtency, 
you would imitate the undeceived patriarch, 
your ſignet and bracelets again; I mean, call in your 
4th Letter, that fatal pledge ſent me from the preſs. 
for your great Diana, and from this time #zow 
again no more! Gen, xxxviii. xv ii. 7 


$ IV. But you are not put out of countenance 
your former miſtakes for p. 8, 9, ſpeaking, it 
ſeems, of thoſe miſtaken good men. ho ſay more 
% at times for fin than againſt it,” or of thoſe who 
traduce obedience, and make void the law through 
faith ; repreſenting it as a bare rule of life, the 
breaking of which will in the end work for the be- 
liever's good; you "ſay :“ Though I have begged 
« you /o 2 in my review, to point out 7 1 
, a TY 
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<6 qvho theſe 9wretches” [you ſhould ſay theſe perſons] 
„are: Though I have told you, that without this the 
* charge of Jander muff be for ever at your door; fil 
neither they nor their converts are produced, no nor one 
46. quotation from their writings, in order to prove theſe 


<< black 2 upon them. Here is an heap of groſs 


miſtakes. I have not only produced one quotation, but 
many, both from Dr. Criſp's writings and your own. 
See 2d Check, from p. 78 to page 83—and 3d Check, 
from p. 71. to p. 96.— Again, that neither they 
nor their converts are produced,” is a capital over- 
ſight. Turn to 4th Check, p. 145; *©** Produce a 
feu of them,” ſays your brother; to which I anſ- 
wer: Well Sir, I produce firſt, the author ot P. O. 
next yourſelf, and then all the Calviniſts who ad- 
++ mire your brother's 4th letter, where he not only 
inſinuates, but openly attempts to prove, that 


David, &e. food abſolved and compleat in the ever- 


« laſling righteouſneſs of Cbriſi, while his eyes were 
<< full of adultery, and his hands of blood, Now, 
Sir, if this was the caſe of David, it may not only 
46 be that of maxy, but of all the elect:“ For the 
imaginary covenant of faiſbed falvarion, ſtands as 
fare for fallen believers, who cheat, ſwear, and get 
drunk ; as for thoſe who commit adultery, murder, 
But fince you preſs me „ill to uce „1 
miſe od —— by ab the Rev. Mr. 
rridge, your Second, together with his antinomian 
pleas againſt fxcere obedience, In the mean time I pro- 


duce ** Mr, —_ together with a guotation 
ſti 


from De Chriſtian world anmaſked.” It contains a 
ludicrous deſcription of a confiſtent antinomian, 
brought over to the doctrines of grace by, I know 
not which of our goſpel-miniſters. SES | 
His name [ſays Mr. Berridge] was Mr. Ful/ome, 
and his mother's maiden name was Miſs Wanton. 
When the cloth was removed, and ſome few tank- 


| * ards had gone round, Mr. Fulſome's face looked 


© like 


( 10 ) 


- © like the red lion painted on my fandlord's ſign, 


and his mouth began to open. He talked ſwim- 
< mingly about religion, and vapoured much in praiſe 
© of? [Calviniftic] * perſeverance. Each freſh tankard 
© threw a freſh light upon his ſubject, &c.* ** No 
©& fin, he ſaid, can hurt me. I have had a call, and 
«© my election is ſafe, Satan may pound me, if he 
„ pleaſe; but Jeſus muſt replevy me. What care I 
for drunkenneſs or whoredom, for cheating or a 
<« little lying? Theſe fins may hurt another, but 
„% they cannot hurt me. Let me wander where I 
« vill from God, Jeſus Chriſt muſt fetch me back 
«© again, I may fall a thouſand times, but I ſhall 
& riſe again; 4655 I may fall exceeding foully.“ 
And ſo he did, for inſtantly he pitched with his 
head upon the floor, and the tankard in his hand.“ 
Chriſtian world unmaſked: 2d Ed: p. 191. 


r 


$ Thus fell the antinomian champion of Cal- 


viniſtic perſeverance. * The tankard, adds Mr, Ber- 


« ridge, was recovered, but no one thought it worth their 
« awhile to lift us Mr, Fulſome.” And what does 


Mr. Fulſome care for it, if Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is 


abſolutely engaged to raiſe him up, though he had 
ſpilt, not only ſome of my landlord's ale, but all my 
landlord's blood? Let Mr, Fulſome take a peaceful 
nap upon the floor, till he can call for another tank- 
— ; it will never hurt him, for Mr. Hill declares 
that the covenant of grace fandeth fare in behalf of the 
elect under every trial, fta, and circumflance they can 
poſſibly be in : and that over-rules fin FOR THEIR 
. Fin. Stroke, p. 6. and p. 55. 

Upon the 1 of Calviniſm no logician in the 
world can, I think, find a flaw in the following 
arguments of Mr. Fulſome, If I am unconditionally 
elected, irrefifiible grace will certainly ſave me at 
laſt ; nay, my /alvatior is already faihed And * 

this 


BY 
this tankard and twenty more, I ſhall only fing 
% louder” in heaven the praiſes of free, dittinguiſh+ 
ing, reſtoring grace, which, paſhng by thouſands, 
view'd me with unchangeable love, and determined 
to ſave me with an everlaſting ſalvation, without any 
regard to that jack o'lanthorn, fincere obedience. 
It on the other hand, I am «nconditionally Rs 

-I ſhall abſolutely be damned. _ , du 
— Chriſt never died for me, not only all my faith, but 
alſo all my endeavours and works, [were they as 


many as thoſe of Mr. J. W.] like a ** zack-o*-lanthorn"* 


will only dance before me to the pit of hell. Once 
more, it I am abſolutely juſtified, it is not all the 
tankards and harlots in the world, that can blot my 
name out of the book of life. And if I am in the 
black book, my damnation is as good as fini/bed. My 
Fncere obedience will never reverſe a perſonal, abſo- 
"lute decree, older and firmer than the pillars of” 
heaven. Nay, it may be the readieſt way to hell; 
for our Vicar, who is one of the firſt goſpel-miniſters 
in the kingdom, tells us, that, the devil was ſurely 
«© the author of the condition of fincere obedience,” and 
that rhouſands have been oft by following. after it. 
Landlord, bring in another tankard Here is the 
health of all who do not legalize the goſpel;! p 
Mr. Berridge is too good a logician, to attempt 
proving, that Mr. Fuliome's creed, is not quite ra- 
tional upon the principles of Calviniſm. He only 
ſays, p. 192, ** ſuch ſcandalous profeſſors are found at 
all times, in our day, and in St. Paul's day; yet St. 
* Paul will not renounce the doct᷑rine of perſeverance.” 
True, he will not renounce hi own doctrine of 
conditional perſeverance, becauſe it is the very reverſe 
of the doctrine. of abſolute, or Caluiniſtie, perſeve- 
rance, from which Mr Fulſome draws his horrible, 
and yet juſt inferences. | | | 
But ſays Mr. B. p. 178. A believer's new nature 
«© makes him hunger for implanted righteouſneſs :” 
inſinuating that a a holy nature puts him 


upon 
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upon ſuch Nur. obedience to his rules of life” 
that he needs not the help of a laus as a rule of rewards 
and puniſbments, to — him in the path of duty, 
and to keep him from the broad way of diſobedience. 
As this is one of the grand arguments, by which 
pious Calviniſts. defend the antinomian Babel, I ſhall 
anſwer it firſt as an anti-Catviniſt, and Mr, Fulſome 
next as a Calvmiſt. | > 
(1) Experience ſhews, that, to ſecure the Crea- 
ture's obedience, or the Creator's honour, the curb 
of a law ig neceſſary for all e- agents whoare yet in a 
ſtate of probation; aud that fo long as we are ſur- 
rounded with ſo many temptations to faint in duty, | 
and to leave the thorny way of the croſs for the 
flowery paths of fin, the ſpur and bridle of a pro- 
mifing -and threatning law are needful, even with 
reſpect to thoſe duties which natural or ſupernatural 
inclination renders in general 'dehghtful ; ſuch as for 
mothers to take care of their own children, and be- 
hevers to do good to their neighbour. Now as the 
civit law, that condemns murderers to death, does 
not except mothers who deſtroy the fruit of their 
womb, becaufe natural affection makes them in general 
glad to preſerve it: So ä law of Chriſt makes 
no exception in favour believers, who fall into I 
adultery and murder, under the Calviniſtic pretence, , 
that their new nature makes them in general hunger 
after purity and love. See 1 Cor. vi. 8, 9.—Again, 
All ſophiſms fly before matter of fact. Fallen angels 
and. our firſt parents once naturally hungered atter 
righteouſneſs, more than moſt believers do; and yet 
they groſſty apoſtatized. And if you object to theſe 
inſtances, I produce David and the inceſtuous Corin- 
thian : Both had a new nature” as believers; and 
et, as fallen believers, the one could thirſt after 
Jriah's blood, and the other hunger after his father's 
— far more than after implanted righteouſneſs.” 
ut, | 
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| (2) Mr. Fulſome may anſwer Mr. Berridge as a 
| Catymiſt, thus: My new nature will make me huh 
for implanted righteouſneſs in the day" f God's 
power: God will do his own work: In the mean 
time I am in a winter ſeaſon: I am carnal and 
fold under fin, as well as St. Paul, and I thirſt after 
my tankard as David did aiter Barhſheba's' beauty, 
and Uriah's blood: Thus the antinomian gap re- 
mains as wide as ever. 

It is true alſo that Mr. Berridge ſays; 1 23 
| © Cheats will ariſe: And how muff we deal with 
„ them . Deal with them, Sir ! why hang them, 
«© when detedted; as Jeſus hanged Judas. 1 thought 
that Judas and not Jeſus was the hangman. 
let that paſs, to obſerve, that Mr. Fulfome may jt 

aſk: Why will you hang me ? Does not our 

focaking of his elect, ſay, He that touches you, touches 
the apple of mine eye? If Mr. Berridge anſwers: You 
are no —_— j yOu are an hypoerite; you never had 

ce: Mr. Fulſome may ju „ upon the 
"the calviniſtic dofrines of 3 I have fp 
4% call, and my election is ff., Who ſhall lay any 

. ix to 4590 10 e of God's ele! om he called 
p —— yea they are juftified from ALL 
6 em te have no more right to condemn me- 
as an a” Fo . dopant you fee me with a tankard in 
my hand, than to paſs afentence of h hypoerily upon 
all backſliders. How will you prove that I have not 
as much right to toſs my tankard, as David towrite 
a ſanguinary letter; Solomon, to worſhip devils ; 
and the inceſtuous Corinthian, to invade the rights ot 
his Father's bed? I will maintain the privileges of 
God's children againf all the legaliſts and the efleys 
in the world: I will fight for free-grace,” to the laſt 
drop in my tankard My ſervice to vou! 
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$ If Mr. Fulſome's arguments are conclafive, as 
well as Caluiniſtical, how can he be brought to give 
up his antinomian creed? Undoubtedly by being 
brought to give up Calviniſm. Till then it is evi- 
dent that he will ſtill hold 4:5 doctrines of grace in He- 
ory or in practice; indirectly and with mental reſerves 
as all pious calviniſts do; or 2 and without ſnufſ- 
fling as he does in his confeſhon of faith. Thus has 
Mr. Berridge preſented the world with an antinomian 
creed, as horrid as that, which I have compoſed with 
the unguarded principles of your 4th Letter. And | 
by acknowledging, that ** ſuch ſcandalous profeſſors, as 
Mr. Fulſome, are found at all times,” he has confirmed 
the neceſſity of my checks, ſhewn they are really | 
checks to antinomian;/m, and not Checks to the go/- 
el,“ filenced thoſe who have accuſed me of m/repre- 
ſentation, and helped me to give the world a juſt 1dea 
of Calviniſtic principles, I ſay — les, becauſe 
many, very many Calviniſts, like Mr. Berridge, are 
too moral not to reject in their praclice, and not to 
explode as deteſtable in their di/cour/ſe, the immoral 
interences, which confiſtent antinomians juſtly draw 
from their doctrines of grace. 8 


2 


8 V. Having thus complied with your requeſt, Sir, 
by producing a guotationꝰ from an eminent Calvi- 
niſt-Divine, to ſhow that I do not fight againſt a 
ſhadow when I oppoſe Mr. Fulſome; and havin 
deſcribed a rational conver?” to your doctrines of 
grace; I return to the Finiſhing Stroke, where, to 
ward of the blow given to your ſyſtem by the ortho- 
doxy and bad conduct of the Fulſomes, 
P. 9, You offer to ſhew me 4 long Black lift of 
& deluded creatures | ſome of whom have been principal 
„ lkaders in Mr. W's claſſes] &c. who, have been car- 
*© rying on abeminations and wicked practices under the | 
by nat of religion.” And you tell us they are /ome 


rod! . o 


C. 48>) 
oe of the fruits which the doctrines of Mr. W 
* have produced.” But you have forgot the proof, 
Sir, unleſs you think that your bare aflertion is quite 
ſufficient. Suppoſe that one out of twelve of Mr. 
Ws claſs leaders, had actually turned out a tem- 
* porary monſter,” what could you infer from it 
againſt Mr. W—'s doctrine, but what the phariſees 
could with equal truth, or rather with equal injuſtice 
have inferred againſt the doctrine of our Lord? 
By what plain and eaſy conſequence, or by what 
ſcriptural argument will you make it appear, that 
even the molt abhorred of all Mr. W— “s doctrines, 
that of chriſtian perfection, [or which is all one, 
that of believing in Chriſt with a penitential faith, 
till we love God with all our heart, and our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves] has any more tendency to turn his 
hearers into temporary monſters,” than our Lord's 
- ſermon upon the mount had to turn his apoſtles 
into covetous traitors? But how can you free your 
doctrine from dangerous conſequences, which flow 
from it as naturally as a river does from it's ſource ? 
Have I not juſt proved, I hope, to the ſatis faction 
of judicious readers, that Mr. Fulſome's practice 
rfectly agrees with your Calviniſtic principles? O 
bir, that vaporer in favour of your perſeverance” 
fairly and conſiſtently builds upon what your brother 
| calls“ the foundation of the Calvinifts,”” that is, uncon- 
- ditional election and finiſhed ſalvation : be is a wiſe 
maſter builder. Apply the moſt exact plummet of 
reaſon to the walls of his antinomian Babel, and you 
will find them ſtrait. They do not project a hair's 
breadth from your doctrines of grace, which are the 
foundations laid in ſome of our celebrated pulpits, for 
him and all the clan of the Ful/omes to build upon. 
He is a judicious monſter; he has reaſon and your or- 
thodoxy on his fide. But the monſters of your long 
| black liſt [ſuppoſing it to be a true one] are bare- 
| faced hypocntes equally condemned by their reaſon. 
| and profeſſion ; For ſo far as they adhere to Mr, W's: 
| "WS: doctrine 
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doctrine, their principles are diametrically oppoſed to 
their practice, and therefore he is no more accounta- 
ble for their abominat ions“ than our Lord was for 
Judas's treaſon. 


S | 
$ VI. Page 12, 13, You leave me in full poſſeſ- 


ſion of all the ſcriptures, arguments, and quotations | 


from our homilies and liturgy, which I have advanced 
in the 4th Check; ſuppoſing that when you have 
called them ** tbe novel chimeras of the 4th Check,” or 
a mingle mangle ;” and that when you have referr'd 
= readers to. ©* he faith of Mr. Ignorance, you 


ave given my ſentiments a Finiſhing Stroke, Toſuch 


forcible arguments I can make no. better and ſhorter 


reply than that of my title-page, Logica Geneven/is ! 


However, 


P. 11. You decide that my illuſtration of the wo- 


man dropping her child down the precipice “ 7s total- 
ly foreign to the purpoſe,” i. e. does not at all prove 
that calviniſm fathers ** unprovoked wrath” upon the 
God of love, But how do you make it appear ?—- 
Why, you infinuate,. that“ man has * all 
<« right and title to the favour of God by his fall in 
„Adam;“ and therefore God has been juſtly pro- 


voked to drop the reprobates down the precipice of 


ſin into hell, by an eternal, unconditional, abſolute- 
decree of non - election. - | 

The argument is ſpecĩous, and has deceived thou- 
ſands of imple ſouls into calviniſm ; but can it bear- 
examination ? Who, or what provoked God to make 
from all eternity, a decree. of abſolutely dropping 
Adam down the precipice of ſin, and the re ated 
part of his poſterity down the precipice of damna- 
tion? Was it the fin of, reprobates * No: for mil- 
lions of them are as yet unconceived, and therefore 


- finleſs; for what has not yet a. /ibfarce, cannot yet 


have a mode; what does not yet exiſt, cannot yet BE 
ſinful. Was it a forc/ight of their fin? No: For 
upon. 


— — — 
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( 7 ) 
upon the Calviniſtic plan, God certainly forefees what 
will happen, only becauſe he has ab/olutely decreed 
what SHALL happen. Was it Adam's fin, as you 
infinuate? No: for Adam's fin was teen fraf in 
time, and. therefore could not influence an ab/olute 
decree of perſonal reprobation made before time, yea. 


from all eternity. But you add: 
P. 11, 12. If you believe that the tranſgreſſion 


e olf our firſt parent entailed no condemnation upon 


his poſterity, why did you ſubſcribe to the gth 
<< article of our church, which ſays, that in every 
% man born into the world it deſerves God's wrath and 
„ damnation:*” I apprehend you miſtake, Sir: That 
article ſays no ſach thing. What it affirms of a deri- 
vation of Adam's corruption, or of ** the fault and cor- 
ruption of the nature of every man, you repreſent as 
8 of Adam's ferſoual tranſgreſſion; which is 
ſolutely confounding the cauſe and the e. Eve- 
ry anti-Calviniſt may, and I, for one, do believe, that 
in every man born into the world, and conſidered ac- 
cording to the firſt covenant, original corruption 
(noe Adam's tranſgreſſion) deſerves 's wrath and 
amnation at the hands of an holy and righteous 
God: without dreaming that any man ſhall be ever 
damned for it: ſeeing that according to God's mercy 
and goodneſs diſplayed in. the fecond covenant, Chriſt 
the ſecond Adam, is come to tafte death for EvERY man, 


and to be te Sauer of ALL men; ſo that for his 


fake, the free gift is come upon ALL men unto juftifica- 
ton of life, See 4th Check p. 149 Kc. Thus, by 


| looking at our divine compaſs, the word of God, we 


fail thro* the ftraits of error, keeping at an equal 
diſtance from the rocks again which Calvinifts run 
on the right hand, and Pelagians on the left. | 

I have warded off the Stroke, which you have at- 
tempted to give my ſentiments with our gth Article ; 
and now it is but juſt, you ſhould ſuffer me to return 
it, If I am not miſtaken, that article is repugnant 
to calviniſm. in two reſpects. (1) It ſays not * 
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word about the imprutation of the demerit of Adam's 
firſt tranſgreſſion; but makes original ſin to conſiſt 
only in the *©* znfefion of our nature; which ſaps 
the foundation of your imaginary imputation of 
Adam's perſonal ſin, and conſequently ruins its coun- 
ter part, VIZ. your wg . imputation of Chriſt's 


perſonal good works diſtinct from ſome actual par- 
ticipation of his holineſs. (2) It affirms that this 
infection in every perſon BORN INTO THE WORLD, de- 
erves God's wrath: a ſtrong intimation this, that it 
did not actually deſerve that wrath, before we were 
actually defiled by a ſinful birth or conception. Now 
this, if I miſtake not, implies, that ef all the men 
now living upon the earth, not one actually de/erved 
God's wrath and damnation 200 years ago. So that 
if God abſolutely reprobated one man now living, 
three hundred much more fix thouſand years ago, much 
more from all eternity, he did it according to Calvin's 
doctrine of rich, free, unprovoked, gratuitous un- 
deſerved wrath. O ye confiderate Engliſhmen, ſtand 


to your articles, and you will ſoon ſhake off Geneva- - 


impoſitions 


DSS 


$ VII. P. 12, You ſay in your moral creed about 
& faith and works :—Faith when genuine will always 
© manifeſt its reality by bringing forth good works, 
and all the fruits of an holy life :” Now Sir, if 


you ſtand to this, without ſecret reſerves about a win- 


* ter ſtate,” in which a genuine believer [ſo called] 
may commit adultery, murder, and inceſt for many 
months, without loſing the character of a man after 
God's own heart and his title ro heaven; you make up 
the antinomian gap, you ſet your ſeal to St. James's 
epiſtle, you ratify the checks; and conſequently you 
give up your 4th letter, which contains the very 
marrow of calviniſm : Unleſs by ſome ſalvo of Ge- 
neva- logie you can reconcile theſe two er 

which. 


while he goes any 


( 9 ) 
which, upon the rational and moral ge of the goſ- 
pel, appear to me utterly irreconcileable, (1) Faith, 
when genuine, always brings forth all the fruits of 
an holy life, (2) A man's faith may be genuine 
th in fin, and brings forth ad 
the fruits of an znholy life; adultery and murder not 
excepted. F4- 1! | 
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$ VIII. My quotation from Dr. Owen, which ſets 
calviniſtic - contradiftion in a molt glaring light, 
ſeems to embarraſs you much, P. 14, &c. You pro- 
duce paſſage upon paſſage out of his 2 to 
of a double 


ſhew that he explodes © the diſtinction 


*« juſtification.” But you know, Sir, the Doctor had 
as much right to contradit himſelf in his writings, 
as you to militate againſt yourſeif in your Review: 
Sce 4th. check, rſt, Let. Beſides: I have al 
obſeryed, 4 Check, p. 45, that a volume of ſuc 
«© paſſages, inſtead of invalidating the doctrine I 
© maintain,” * the quotation I produce] would 
only prove that the moſt judicious Calviniſts can- 
not make their ſcheme hang tolerably together.“ 
However, you ſay ; 36> 71 


P. 13, 14. He [Dr. Owen] s not the leaft 
% intimation of any freſh act of juſtification, which is 
6 then to paſs upon a believer*s penſon.— What Sir, 
has not the Doctor ſaid, in his Treatiſe upon Juſ- 
tification p. 222, Whenever this enquiry is made, not 
how a SINNER &C: Hall be jUsTIFIED, which is? 
[as we are all agreed, by faith, or to uſe the Doe- 
tor's unſcriptural phraſe} ** by the righteouſneſs of 


«© Chrift alone imputed to him : But how a man that 


e profeſſes evangelical faith in Chrift ſhall be tried and 
% judged; and whereon as ſuch,” [i. e. as a believer] 
«© he ſhall be JUSTIFIED: we grant that it 1s and 


© MUST BE BY HIS OWN FERSONAL OBEDIENCE.” 
| | Now, 


( 20 ) 

Now, Sir, if the Doctor has faid this, and you dare 
not deny it; has he not faid the very thing which 
I contend for? | | 

When you affirm, that he makes no mention of a 
Freſh add of juſtification, do you not betray your in- 
attention? Does he not declare, that a INNER is % 
tified by imputed righteouſneſs, and that a believer as 


ſuch, Mall be tried and jUsT1FIED by his own perſonal. 


obedience ? Now if juſtification is the ac of juſtifying, 
are you not greatly miſtaken, when you repreſent the 
JUSTIFICATION Of a SINNER by Chri wted righ- 


im 
teoufne/s, and the JUSTIFICATION of a believer or a 


SAINT by his own perſonal obedience, as one and the 
fame act? Permit me, Sir, to refer you to the argu- 
ment contained 4th. Check, p. 16, 17 ; on which, 
next to the words of our Lord, Matt. Xii, 37, I 
chiefly reſt our controverſy about juſtification. An 
argument, the anſwering of which [if it can be an- 
ſwered] would have done your cauſe more honour and 


ſervice, than what you are pleaſed to infinuate next 


concerning Mr. Weſley's honeſty and mine. 


D. Williams, out of whoſe book I o- 
tation from Dr. Owen bein ad, Lede es. 
bout a finner's juſtification by faith as Dr. Owen him- 
ſelf, for brevity's ſake left out what the Doctor ſays 
abour it under the Calviniſtic phraſe of Chrift's pu- 
ted righteouſueſs. Here as if Þ. Williams's wiſdom 
was duplicity in me, P. 14, you triumph not only 
over me, but over Mr. Wefley, thus: I never 
„% dare truſt to Mr. Weſley or Mr. Fletcher in any 
<<. quotations &c, —More words expunged by Mr. 
% Fletcher out of the ſhort quotation he has taken 
„ from Dr. Owen.” —But . I had trawi/bly ex- 
punged the words, which D. Williams wach left out 
as uſeleſs to his point, what need was there of reflet- 
ing upon Mr. Weſley. on the occafion ? O ye Doc- 
trines of free grace and free wrath, how long will ye 
miſlead good men ? How long will ye hurry them 


into 


( 21 ) 
into that part of cal antinomianiſm, which con» 
liſts in raſh accuſations of their opponents, in u lord - 


ly contempt of their ious attainments, and in re- 
ed inſinuations that they pay no regard to com» 
mon honeſty ? g's 2 


When a combatant is too warm, he —— 
gives an unexpected advantage to his iſt, 
- You are an mſtance of it, Sir : Your eagerneſs to re- 
fle&t upon Mr. W. and me, has engaged you to pre- 
ſent the world with a clauſe, which, tho' it was'uſe- 
Y leſs to the queſtion debated by D. Williams, is of 
|  fingular uſe to e in the preſent controverſy, and in 
} a manner decides the point. For in the paſſage left 
out by D. Williams, Dr. Owen ſpeaks of the juſtifi- 
cation of a SINNER, and ſays, as I have obſerved, 
that he is juſtified by the rig nes 5 of Chrift alone im- 
puted to him: And Ta1s juſtification he evidently oppoſes 
to that of a believer, which, ſays he, © is and muff 
«& be by his own perfonal obedience.” So that the 
world [thanks be to your controverſial * heat? ] fees 
now, that even your champion, in one of thoſe 
| | happy moments, when the great Diana did not ſtand 
i in his light, faw, and held forth the important di- 
tinftion between St. Paul and St. James's juſtification, 
that is, between the juſtiſication of a fer by 
- Chriſt's proper merits, according to the firſt goſpel- 
axiom ; and the juſtification of a /aint by bir own per- 
ſonal obedience of faith, or by Chriſt's derived merits, 
according to the ſecond goſpel· axiom. 


Nor is this a nc diſtinction, you would ſay, a 
© novel chimera” among proteſtants: For looking 
lately into 4 Treatiſe upon good works written by La 
Placette, that famous proteſtant champion and confeſ- 

| ſor abroad, who, after he had left his native country 
for righteouſneſs ſake, was-miniſter of the French 
| church at-Copenhagan, page 272, Amſt. edit: MY 


. 


# The ſecond inftance of this heat, ſo favourable t my cuuſb, 
may be ſeen in the Appendix, (No. 10.) 
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drops theſe words, which deſerve to be graven in 


you not have ſaid a believer ?] “ is declaratively jusT1- 


("28 } | 
I fell upon this paſſage : © Les proteſtants de leur 
„ cote diſtinguent une double juſtification, celle du 
„ pecheur, et celle du juſte, &c :” That is, Protefants 
on their part diſtinguiſh a twofold juſtification, that of 
the SINNER and that of the RIGHTEOUSs, &c: Then 
ſpeaking of the latter he adds, The juſtification of the 
righteous, confidered of God, implies three 
zbings: (1) That acknowledges for righteous, him 
that is attually ſo : (2) That he declares himſuch : Aud 
(3) that he treats him as ſuch.” How different is this 
threefold act of God from that which conſtitutes a #- 
ners juſtification ? For this juſtification being alſo 


| conſidered as the ad of God, implies: (1) That he 


dons the ſinner :- (2) "That he admits him to his 
tavour: And (3) that under the chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, he witneſſes this double mercy to the beheving 


'{inner's heart, by giving him a ſenſe of the peace 


which paſſes all underſtanding, and a taſte of the glo- 
ry which ſhall be revealed. However, as if all this 
was a mere ** chimera,” you ſay, | 


P. 17. Having fully vindicated Dr. Owen from 
„ the charge you have brought againſt him of hold- 
ing two juſtifications, &c.“ —Nay, Sir, you have y 
not vindicated him at all in this reſpect: All that you 
have proved, is that he was no ſtranger to vou logic, 
and that his love for the great Diana of the Calviniſts, 
made him inconfiſtently deny. at one time, what at 
another time his hatred of fin forced him to confeſs. 
Nor 1s this a new thing in myſtic Geneva: You 
know, Sir, a pious Gentleman, who, after milita- 
ting in a book called the Revier, againſt the decla- 
rative juſtification by works, which 1 contend for, 


braſs, as an eternal monument of Calviniſtic contra- 
diction. ** Neither Mr, Shirley, nor J, nor any Calvi- 
„ ni, that I ever heard of deny that a finner”* [ſhould 


FIED BY WORKS, both here and AT THE DAY OF JUDGE= 
MENT, Review p. 149, Now, if no Calviniſt that 
| you 


| a r | FT 

you ever heard of, denies in his luminous intervals, 
the very juſtification which I chiefly contend ſor in 
the Checks, do you not give a fini/hing ffroke to Cal - 
viniſtic conſiſtency when you ſay, p.-18, ( Tam deter- 
*© mined to prove my former aſſertion againſt you viz. 
thut you cannot find one proteſtant divine among 
<< the puritans, &c. till the reign of Charles II, who 


„ held your doctrines?” [you mean thoſe of a fin- 


ner's juſtification by faith, and of a ſaint's juſtiſi- 
cation by works, according to Gal. ii. 16. and Mat. 
xii. 37 Is it not granted on all ſides, that they all 
held the former juſtification ? And do you not tell the 
world, No Calvinift that yon ever heard of, denied the 
latter ? However while you thus candidly conteſs, that 
all proteſtantdivines Hd thoſe capital doctrines of the 
Checks, I ſhould not do you juſtice, if I did not ac-. 
_ knowledge, that few, if any of them, held them uni- 
Formy and confiftently in England, till Baxter began 

to make a firm ſtand againſt ** antinomian dotages.“ 


— 


$ IX. P. 20. You produce theſe words of mine 
taken from the 4th Check, . Your imputation ſtands 
upon a prepoſterous ſuppoſition, that Chriſt the 
© righteous wis an execrable ſinner,” To this you 
reply with the warmth of. a gentleman, who has 
learned politeneſs in myitic Geneva: I tell you, _ 
© reve: Sir, with the bluntneſs and hogefly e an Eu- 
« gliſhman, that this is execrable Swiſs ſlander. Now 
Sir, that which you call“ execrable $rwifs Slander,” is 
ſterling, Engliſh truth,I prove by theſe quotations from 
our favourite divine Dr. Criſp, who, as quoted by D. 
Villiams, ſays, p. 328: God makes Chriſt” as very a 
inner as the creature himſelf was.-——Again, p. 270g 
Nor are we. /o ry ſinful, but Chriſt, being made. 
fin, avas as compleatly finful as abe. - And it is well- 
| D known 


2 864 | 
known, that Luther, in one. of his unguarded mo- 


ments, called Chriſt ce greate/h, and conſequently the 


moſt execrable finzer in the world, Now * Fg 
©: Chrift <yas ſa compleatly fin ſul as ue, [to u 

words of your oracle ;} does it not follow, that, he 
was à SINNER'as compleatly EXECRABLE as we arc? 
and that you deviate a little from bratherly kindneſs, 


when you call Dr, Cxiſp's Calviniſtic . miſtake, an 


execrable ſlauder of mine ? 
892 


8X. P. 22, 22. You find fault with my ſaying, 


Is. this [Chri{t's praying for Peter] aproof that he 
„never pray d for Judas?“ and you declare, that 


this “ aſſertion” [you ſhould have ſaid. guery], = dees 


<< little honounto the aduacaq of Chrift,” Permit me, 


Sir, to explain myſelf.” Tho' I believe with Biſhop © 


Latimer, that Chrift hed. as much blood for Fudas as 
for Peter, I never ſaid nor believed, as you inſinuate, 
«© That Chriſt took more pains for the ſalvation of 
mAJudas than for that of Peter, You cannot juſtly 
rofer it from my mentiqning a matter of fact recorded 
in ſcri v, that once our Lord poke to Judas, 
when he only Yoofed at Peter; for he had explicitly 
warned Peter befoxe; Therefore in either caſe Chriſt 
ſhewed himſelf void [not of a peculiar regard for 
Peter's peculiar ſincerity, but] of Calviniſtic parti- 
ality. Again, I am perſuaded, that during the 
day of Judas's viſitation, Chriſt pray'd for him, and 
ſincerely too: for if Chriſt had borne him a grudge, 
and in conſequence of it, had always made. mental 
reſerves, and excepted him, when. he pray'd for his 
apoſtles; would he not have broken the ſecond table 
of the law? And might he not be propoſed as a pat- 
tern of 1nveterate malice, rather than of perfect 
charity ? 

Lou rep 


„p. 22. © If this were the caſe,” [i. e. 


OY 


l 
af our Lond prayed for Judas,] ** thoſe qwords of his, 
| : 41 


. 
— 


— 


3 85... if, — | 
© 7 know thor beareft me always, muff be'antrue 5 for 
6. when he prayed for Judas, his prayer was rejefted-” 
But is your inference juſt ? Chriſt always pray d with. 
divine wiſdom, and according to his Father's will. 
Therefore he prayed conſiſtently with the eternal de- 
eree, that moral agents ſhall be invited, drawn, and 
gently moved, but not breed to obey the goſpel. 

ow, if our Lord prayed conditionally for Judas, 
[as he certainly did for a# his murderers, ſince they 
were not all forgiven] he might ſay, {row thou 
bearef! me always, and yet Judas might, by his perverſe- 
neſs, as a free agent, reject againſt him/elf the gracious 
conn/cl of God, till he was abſolutely given up. Thus 
our ſcheme of doctrine inſtead of diſhonouring Chriſt's 
| advocacy, repreſents it in a rational and ſcriptural 
light; while your's, I fear, wounds his character in 
the tendereſt part, and fixes upon him the blot of 
cunning vncharitableneſs, and profound dſſimulation. 


ons - N 


$ XI. P. 2g. You ſay: Time would fail me to 
1 to enumerate the many groſs miſrepreſen- 
* rations,/ &c. However as you have actually repre- 
« ſented me as ſaying, that the more a behever ſins 
upon earth, the merrier he will be in heaven, I beg 
« you will point out to me where, in the plain caſy 
© ſenſe of my words, I have ſpoken any ſuch thing; 
or where I have ever uſed fo ludicrous an expreſ- 
«© -fton as mirth, &c. when þ vers. of thoſe plea- 


6 ſures which are at God's ri ſor evermore.“ 


I conclude my antinomian creed thus, 4th Check, 
2 107. Adultery, inceſt, and murder ſhall upon 
the whole, make me holier upon earth and mer- 

« ritr in heaven.” — Two lines below, I obſerve 
that, I am indebted to you for all the doctrines, 
and off of the expreſſions of this erced.”— You 
have therefore no * Where have I _ 

* 2 


( 26 ) 
the EXPRESSION merry, for I never faid you have uſed 
it, though our Lord has, Luke xv. 32. But as you 
have a right toſay; Where is the Do#rine? I reply: 
In your 4th Letter, Sir: Where you tell us, that a 
grievous fall will make believers „ng louder in heaven 
20 all eternity. Now as louder ſongs are a certain in- 
dication of greater joy, where nothing is done in hy- 


Pocriſy, I defire even Calviniſts to ſay, if I have 


wreſted the plain, eaſy ſenſe of your words,” in 
obſerving that, according to your ſcheme, apoſtates 
ſhall be zzerrier, or, if you pleaſe more joyfirl in hea- 
ven for their grievoxs falls on earth. 

P. 27. Now, Sir, give me leave to pluck a fea- 
ther out of your high-ſoaring wings, &c. by aſk- 
ing you fimply, Whence have you taken it?“ 


(this quotation ſo called) Did I ever aſſert any 


«+ thing like this? &c, Prove your point, and then I 
vill confeſs that you are no calumniator-of God's 
people.“ I anſwer, 8 

(1) I did not produce as a guotætion the words which 


you allude to: I put them in commas, as expreſſive of 


the /entiments of ** many good men: How then could 


you think, that you alone are many good men? (2) 
But you ſay that you, for one, underſtand the words 


of St. John, He that does righteouſneſs is righteous, of 
perſonal holineſs : Now Sir to prove me a calum- 
«© niator, you have only to prove that David dit! 
righteouſneſs when he defiled Uriah's' wife; for you 
teach us, directly or indirectly, that when he commir- 


ed that crime he was ** zndefiled,” and continued to 


be a man after God's own heart, 1. e. a righteons 
man, for the Lord alloweth the righteous, but the un- 
godly does his faxl abhor. - (3) However, if I have miſ- 
taken one of the ſcriptures, on which you found your 
doctrine, I have not miſtaken the dafrine itſelf. 


What are the words for which you call me a“ Ca- 


% Jummniator,” and charge me with ©* horrid perver- 
„fon, fatſhood,. and baſe difingenuity?” Why, I have 


. repreſented ** many good men” as ſaying [by the 


general 


:Þ | (23 ) 
neral tenour of one of their doctrines of , the . 
| abſolute perſeverance of fallen, adulterous, idolatrous, 
| © jnceſtuous believers] -** Let not Mr. W. deceive you © 
He that actually liveth with another man's wite, 
„ worſhips abominable idols, and commits inceit 
„ with his father's wife, may not only be righteous, 
but compleatin imputed righteouſneſs, &: This 
is the doctrine I charge upon many good men: 
And if you, for one, ſay ** Did I ever aſſert any, 
« thing like this?” I reply, Yes Sir, in your 4th. 
Letter, which is a profeſſed attempt to prove, that 
believers may, like adulterous David, idolatrous Solo- 
| mon, and the inceſtuous Corinthian, go any length 
| in fin without ceaſing to fand compleat in what I be 
| leave to call Calviniſtic righteouſneſs. Thus inſtead: 
| of © plucking a feather out of my wings,” you wing 
the arrow which I let fly at your great Diana. 


LY SSD | 
$ XII. For brevity's ſake, I ſhall reduce my anſwer 
to the reſtof your capital charges into plain queries,. 


not doubting but my judicious readers will ſee their 
unreaſonableneſs, without the help of arguments. 


(1) Is it right in Mr. H. to call p. 34, 35, my 
ExTxracrT from Flavel, a“ citation, and a © quota- 
«© tion;” and then to charge me with difengenuity,, 
groſs perverſion, expunging, &c. becauſe I have not 
ſwelled my extract by tranſcribing a Flavel's book, 
or becauſe I have taken enly what ſuits the preſent 
times, and what is altogether conſiftent ? eſpecially, 
when I have obſerved, 4th. Check, p., 56, That, 
„hen Flavel encounters antinomian errors as a diſ- 
« ciple of Calvin, his hands hang down, Amalek 
% prevails, anda ſhrewd logician could, without any 
« magical power, force him to.conteſs, that moſt of 
12 © the errors, which he ſo juſtly oppoſes, are the 
natural conſequences of Calviniſm?” 

| 1-y (2) 1 


<6. deſcending to the poor, illi 


% 
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(2) Ts it right in Mr. H. to charge me, p. 57, with 
© baſe forgeries; and to repreſent me, p. 56, as 

— arts of forgery and 
«© defamation,” becauſe I have preſented the public 
with a parable, in the dreſs of a royal proclamation, 
which I produce as a mere iHuftration”” becauſe 
I charge him with indirectly propagating tenets which 
as neceſſarily flow from his doctrines of grace, as light 
does from the ſun—and becauſe I have diitinguiſhed by 
commas, a creed framed with his avowed principles ; 
although I have added theſe words, to ſhew that I 
took the compoſition of it upon myſelf: © Yew 
« ſpeak indeed in the third perſon, and I in the 
«« firſt, but this alters not the doctrine,—Some 
«© clauſes and ſentences I have added, not to miſre- 
„ -prefent and blacken” [for what need is there of 
blackening the ſable mantle of midnight ?] but to 
„introduce, conneR, and illuſtrate your ſentiments,” 


(3) Angry as the phariſees were at our Lord, 
when he expoſed their errors by parables, did they 
ever charge him with baſe forgery, becauſe his bil- 
* luſtrations” were not true ſtories ? Is it not ſtrange 
that this admirable way of defending -** the truth“ 
ſhould have been found out by the grand defender of 
* the doctrines of grace? — Again, if markin 
with commas a paragraph of our compofing, to diſ- 
tinguiſh it from our own real ſentiments, is a crime; 
is not Mr. H. as criminal as myſelf ? Does he not, 
p. 31, preſent the public with a card of his own 
compoling, in which he holds forth the ſuppoſed ſen- 
timents of many clergymen, and which he diſtin- 
guiſhes with commas thus: The Feather's Tavern 
«« fraternity preſent compliments to Meſſrs. J. Weſ⸗ 
„ ley and Fletcher, &c.“ — Shall what paſſes for wit 
in the author of P. O, be greſi difingenuity, and ba/? 
forgery in the author of the vindication ? — O ye 
candid 1 as your ſyſtem is, can you 
poſſibly approve of ſucb glaring partiality ? * : 

4) Is 


| Te 

(J) Is it right in M. H. to take his leave of me 
in this abrupt manner, p. 30, 40: The unfair 
© quotations you have made, and the ſhocking miſ- 
repreſentations and calumnies you have been guil- 
„ty of, will for the future prevent me from looking 
© into any of your books, if you ſhould write a 
© thouſand votumes :“ and this eſpecially under pre- 
tence, that I have Jhamefully perverted and nuſre- 
66 preſented the doftrines of Aub. Bargeſ, when I 
have fimply produced a quotation from him in which 


there is not a ſhadow or miſrepreſentation, as the 


reader will ſee by comparing 4th. Check, p. 41, 42, 
with the laſt paragraph of the XIIch. Sermon of Mr. 
Burgeſs on Grace and Aſſurance? ' © | 


= 


$. XIII, This perpetual noiſe about groſs aiſrepre- 


* Sentations, ſhamefid per ver fions, interpolatiuns, baſe for ge- 


ries, Sc. becomes Mr. H. as little as any man; his 


own inaccuracy in quotation equalling that of the 
molt inattentive-writer.I am acquainted with, Our 
readers have ſeen, on what a lender baſis he reſts his 
charge of baſs forgeries :“ I beg leave toſhew them 
now, on what ſolid ground I reſt my charge of un- 
common inaccuracy ; and not to intrude too long upon 


their patience, I ſhall juſt produce a few inſtances 


only out of his Finiſbing Stroke." | 
(1) That performance does not do my ſermon juſ- 
tice, for p. Ft. Mr. Hill quotes me fo : They good 
works] are declarative of our free juſliſication: whereas 
| | my 


* To produce fach inſtances out of the Review, would be almoſt 
endleſs. One however, Mr. H. forces me to toueh upom a ſecond 


uſes, is two-ed When he defends the Laxiom agai 

the phariſccs, he preaches Salute, nor by the merie of wurd, bur 
by beheving in Chi: and when He defends the ſecond -aviom 
2gainlt the antinomiazts, he preaches Salvacitny ne by abe merit of 


time. This is the caſe. The fword of rode ape Mr. W 
ft goſpe 
by 


G | | 
my manuſcript runs thus: Ji are the declarative - 
CAUSE of our free juſtification,” viz. in the day of 
trial and of judgment. The word Cau/e here is ot the 
utmoſt importance to my doctrine, powerfully guar- 
ding the minutes and undefiled religion. Whether 
it is left out, becauſe it ſhows at once the abſurdity 
of pretending that my old ſermon i the beft. con- 

„ futation. of Mr. Weſley's Minutes; or becauſe 

Mr. Hill's copier omitted ut firſt, is beſt known to 

Mr. Hill himſelf. | ys % I 
f 48 t * | (2) 1 


# 
: 
% 
” 


* 


Worte, but by works as a condition, No ſooner did the Calviniſts | 
- fee this laſt propoſition at full length in the minutes, than they took 
the alarm, fondly imagining that Mr. W. wanted to overthrow the 
proteſtant - doctrine of ſalvation by faith. To convince them of their 
miſtake, I appealed to Mr, W's, works in general, and to the mi- 
nutes in particular, two ſentences of which evidently ſhow, that he 
had not the leaſt intention of ſetting aſide fairh in Chrif, in order to 
make way for the anzi-chriſtian merit of wwrks. Accordingly I laid c 
thoſe ſentences before my readers, taking ſpecial care to ſhow by 
commas, that I produce two different parts of the minutes, thus: 
« Not by the merit of works,” but by © © believing in Chriſt.” Here 
15 not a ſhadow of difingenuity ; either as to the quotations, for 
they are fairly taken from the minutes; or as to the ſenſe of the 
whole ſentences, for fifty volumes, and myriads of hearers can 
reſtify, that it perfectly with Mr. W's well-known doctrine. 
| But what does Mr. H ? Blaſſed by his ſyſtem, he tampers with my | 
quotations ; he takes off the two commas after the word works; he T 
| overlooks the two commas before the word: bebeving ! he [ inadver- 
tently, I hope] throws my two diſtinct quotations into one; and by 
that means adds to them the words . but by” which I had particu- 
* larly excluded. When he has thus turned my two. juſt quotations 
into one that is falſe, he ĩs pleaſed to put me in the 1 
for his qwn miſtake ; and as his doctrines of grace teach him to ki 
| two birds with one ftone, he involves Mr. Welley in my gratuitous 
diſgrace, thus: Forgeries'of this kind have 4 paſſed for no crime 
| « with Mr. Weſley; ? did not think you kl oe followed bim in 
1 theſe ungenerous artifices.” Review. p. 27. N | | 
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— oarehdgres reokry way of proceed- | 
| mg See note, IV Check, p. 49. ] I hoped that Mr. H. would have | 


hanged down his head a moment, and dropt the point for ever. Hut Pp 
ko» he muſt give a finiſhing ftroke, and drive wana for q 


« Work out your jalvation with fear.” 


| 7 
(2) 1 fay, 4th Check, p. 167, To vindicate 
© what I beg leave to call God's honeſty, permit me 
to obſerve firſt, that I had rather believe, Joſeph 
told once @ groſs untrutb, than to ſuppole that 
God perpetually equivocates.” For undoubtedly o 
| | „ Bi two 
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* b * | 
raſh accuſation, by calling my remarks upon his miſtakes, . 


% rempts to vindicate that p ſhamefid falſe gui, be Mr. 


« Fletcher] has twice made from the minutes.” Well. p. 35. 
And to prove that my artemis have been unſueceſ ful, he produces 
paſſages out of a news-paper, which repreſent “ his Majefty 
* ſtealing bread”==** her majeſty =* comminted to the houſe of 
correction. To this I anſwer, that if ſuch unconnected quota- 
tions of which I only give here the ſubſtance | were properly diſtin» 
guiſhed by commas ; if they were ſeparated by intervening words,; 
and if they did not in the leaſt miſrepreſent the author's ſenſe; 1 
would be great injuſtice to call them either ** a moſt ſhameful fa 
meet 


i quocation” or a © forgery.” Now theſe three 
- mytwoquetations from the minutes; (x) They are both properly diſ- 


tinguiſhed with commas : (2) They are parted by intervening. words: 
And (3) They do not. in 2 Lal bree Nur W's meaning ; 
Whereas ſto ſay nothing more of the commas expunged m the 
view] no word intervenes between Mr. Hill's ſuppoſed quotations out 
of the papers; and they form a ſhameful miſrepreſentation of the 
publiſher's meaning. | 
Oh! but, as the quotations from the minutes are linked, - they 
« ſpeak a language directẽiy oppoſite to that of the minutes themſebves.,” 
---So fays Mr. Miu, without producing the ſhadow of a proof. But 
upon the arguments of the five Checks, I affirm that the two goſpel- 
axioms, or my ated quotations and the minutes, agree as perfectly 
with each other, as thoſe propoſitions of St. Paul, to which they 
anſwer: ©« By grace ye are ſaved, through faith.” -- Therefore, 


4 


$ From this redowbled ſtroke of Mr. H, Iam tempted to think, 
that, like Nee, Logica Gencvenſis has à covering over her eyes; 
but alas! for a very different reaſon.Like her alſo the has a la- 


lance in her left hand; but it is to weigh out and vend her own aſſer- 


tions as proofs. And like her, ſhe holds a feord in her right 
hand; but alas! it is often to wound brotherly love, and ſtab evan- 
gelical truth. Bring her into the field of Controverſy, and the will 
at once cut down Chriſt's, doctrine as dreadful — Set her in 
the judgment · ſeat to paſs ſentence over good works, and over honeſt 
men, that do not bow at her ſhrine; md without demur ſhe will 
pronounce, that the former are dung, and that the latter are &naves. 


be juſtified, for if he had ſeen it in a proper light, 
% he would inſtantly have renounced Calviniſm.” — 


f = ; . | 
to evils I would chuſe the leaſt, if a cogent dilem- 
ma obliged me to chuſe either. But this is not the 
cafe here; the dilemma is not forcible ; for in the 


next lines I ſhow, that Joſeph, inſtead of telling 


*« a groſs untruth, on e the language of bro- 
therly Kindneſs. LOR without — rl any re- 
gard to my vindication of Joſeph's ſpeech, Mr. Hill 
catches at the conditional words, I had rather be- 
* lieve:” Juſt as if I had ſaid, I d actual believe, 
he turns them into a peremptory declaration of my 
faith, and three times tepreſents me as aſſerting what 
I never ſaid nor believed: Thus: P. 38, Your 
wonderful aſſertion, that Joſeph told his brethren 
a groſs untruth:—— Again, Still you deelare it 
to be your opinion, that Joſeph told his brethren 
«© a groſs unttuth?—Once more, p. 39, ** The re- 
<<. peated words of inſpiration you venture to call 
«© oroſs. untruth.” Solomon ſays, i bo can fland lefon 
ey? And I aſk, Who can ſtand before Mr. Hs 


- Inattention ? I am ſure neither I, nor Mr. wont þ 
a 


At this rate he can undoubtedly find a 3% en 
every page, and a Farrago in every book. a 

_ (3) Take another inſtance of the ſame want of 
exactneſs. I ſay, 4th Check, p. 35, Inever thought 
„Mr. Whitefield was clear in the doctrine of our 
„Lord, iz the day of judgment by thy words ſhalt thon 


. 


This paſſage Mr. H. quotes thus, in Italies and com- 
mas, p. 23, Yon never thought him clear in our Lord's 
% 'doftrine, for if he had, he would have renounced his 


„ Catviniſm.” The inaccuracy of this quotation 
conſiſts in omitting thoſe important words of our 
Lord, In the day of Judgment, dec. By this omiſſion 
the ſenſe of the preceding clauſe is left indefinite, 
and I am repreſented as ſaying, that Mr. Whitefield 


was not clear in any dodtrine of our Lord, no not in 


that of the fall, repentance, falyation by faith, the 


; | new 
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new birth, &. This one miſtake: of Mr Hy! is 
ſyticient to make me paſs tor a mere coxcomb in all 
the Calviniftic, world. . 
(A.) K is by the like inattention, that Mr. Mill 


212 alſo againſt me the friends of Mr. Weſley. 


the 4th Check, p. 158, after having anſwered an 
objection of the Rev. Mr. Hill againſt Mr. Weſley, 
produce that objection again for a fuller anſwer, 
and ſay, But susros ix, that Mr. M. had not prafierly 
conſidered, &c. whet- would you infer from tbence &. 
Weigh vous argument, &c, and yon will find it is wan- 


| 


jection in the form of an argument, thus: Turn- 
three, or, if you plegſe, three years ago, Mr. W. wanted 
clearer light, &c. Now what I evidently produce as 
a, ſuppoſition, aud as the Rev. Mr. Hill's own. argu- 
ment untolded, in order to anſwer it, my opponent 
athers upon me thus, <* The following. are your own 
« wvords.” * Three years ago Mr. M. wanted clearer 
* light,” &c.-True, they are my own words; but 
to do me juſtice, Mr, H. ſhould have produced them 
as I do, namely as a ſuppoſition, and as the drift of 
his brother's objection in order to ſhow its frivolouſ- 
neſs. This is partly ſuch a miſtake as if Mr. Hill 
ſaid, The following are David's own words, ** Tuſh: 
there is no God.” 
However. he is determined- to unprave his own 
overſight, and he does it by aſking : p. 17, * What 
then is become of thouſands of Mr. Wefley's fol- 
% lowers, who died before this clearer light. came? 
An argument this, by which the moſt ignorant pa- 
piſts in my pariſh perpetually defend their idolatrous 
ſuperſtitions: at is become of all our fare 
„ fathers, ſay they, before Luther and Calvin! Were 
Itheyall damned? Is it not ſurpriſing that Mr. 
Hill, not contented to produce a poptſh: fryar's con- 
verſation, ſhould have thus recourſe to the argument 
of every popiſh cobler, who attacks the doctrines of 
the re formation? O logica Genevenſts! hom doſt 
thou ſhow thyſelf the genuine ſiſter of logica Romana! 


(5) I 


ring: Then I immediately produce Mr. Hill's ob- 


r 
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(5) I return to the miſtakes, by which Mr. Hill 
has ſupported before the world his charge of ca- 
lumny.” I fay, 2d. Check, p. 67, How few 
of our celebrated pulpits are there, where more 
© has not been ſaid Ar TIMEs for fin, than againſt 
© it?” Mr. Hill . 7, ſaye, The miniſters, who 
_ ©. preach in theſe (our moſt celebrated pulpits) are 
«© condemned without exception, as fuch pleaders for 
«<< fin, that they ſay more for it, than againſt iti. 
Here are two capital miſtakes : (1) The queſtion, 
How few ? &c. evidently leaves room for ſome excep- 
tions; but Mr Hill repreſents me, as condemning 
our molt celebrated pulpits w/thout exception” (2) 
This is not all: To mitigate the queſtion, I added at 
times, words by which I give my readers to underſtand 
that fin is in general attack'd in our celebrated pulpits, 
and that it 1s only at times, that is, on ſome particu- 
lar occafion, or in ſome part of a ſermon that the“ 
miniſters alluded to, fay more for fin than againſt it. 
Now, Mr. H. leaves out of his quotation the word 
at times, and by that means effeCtually repreſents me 
as a calummiator of God's people:“ for what is 
true with the limitation that I uſe, becomes a falſhood 
when it is produced without. This omiſſion of Mr. 
Hill is the more ſingular, as my putting the word a: 
times in Italics, . that I want my readers to 
hy a pecuhar ſtreſs upon it on account of its impor- 
tance. One more inſtance of Mr, Hill's inaccuracy, 
and I have done. 

(6) P. 7, 8. He preſents his readers with a long 
aragraph, produced as a quotation from the ſecond 
heck. It is made up ot ſome detached ſentences 

pick'd here and there from that piece, and put toge- | | 

ther with as much wiſdom as the patches which make 

up a fool's coat, And among theſe ſentences he has 

introduced this, which is not mine in ſenſe, any 
more than in expreſſion, ** They{(celebrated miniſters) 

handle No texts of ſcripture without diſtorting them,” | 

tor I infinuate juſt the contrary, 2d Check, p. 70. 

5 (7) But 


1 
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(7) But the greateſt fault I find with hat para- 
graph of Mr. H's book, is the concluſion, which 
runs thus, “ The (celebrated miniſters)** do the de it's 
«© qvork, till they and their congregation all go to bell 
* together. [A] Second Check, p. 97, 103. Now 
in neither of the pages quoted by Mr. H. nor in- 
-decd any where elſe, did I ever ſay to wild and wicked 

a thing. Nothing could engage my pious opponent 
to father ſuch a horrid aſſertion upon me, but the 
great and ſevere Diana, that engages him to father 
a%ſolute reprobation upon God. 

It is true however, that, alluding to the words of 
our Lord Mat. xxv. I ſay, zd. Check, p. 103. It 
„ theſe ſha!l go into everlaſting puniſhment,” &c, Put 
who are theſe ? All celebrated min;fters, with all their 
congregation ! So ſays Mr, Hill, but happily for me, 

_ my heart ſtarts from the thought with the greateſt de- 
teitation, and my pen has teſtified, that theſe condem- 
ned wretches are in general Ob/tinate wworkers of ini- 
„ quity,” and in particular zarezewed anti-Calviniſts, 
ws „ impenitent Nicolaitans. Page y. [the very 
page which Mr. Hill quotes] I deſeribe the unre- 
newed anti-Calvihiſts thus, ** Keubborn ſors of Belial 
«© ſaying, Lord, thy Father is merciful ; and if thou didft 
«© die for all, why not for us? Obſtinate phariſees, 

aue pleud the good they did in their own name to ſuper- 
© [de the Redeemer*s merit."”— {mpenitent Nicolaitans, or 
antinomians, I deſcribe thus, p. 101, 102. ** Obſtinate 
„ violators of God's lavw—who /corned perſonal holineſs 
& —rgefted Chriſt's word of command—have gone on 
« /till in their <vickedneſs—have continued in doing evil 
„hace been nnfaithful unto death——and have defiled 
* their garments to the laſt.“ Is it poſſible that 
Mr. H. ſhould take this for a deſcription of all cele- 
brated miniſters, and of all their congregations; and 
that upon ſo glaring a miſtake, he ſhould repreſent 
| me as making them ALL go to hell rogether 7"? 
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N 
S XIV. O ye pious Calviniſts, whether ye fill our | 
«clebrated pulpits, or attend upon them that do, far 
trom ſending you ** to hell together,” as you are 
told I do, I exult in hope of meeting you / together 
in heaven : I lie not; I ſpeak the truth in him that 
ſhall juſtify us by our words: even now I enjoy a 
foretaſte of heaven in lying at your feet in ſpirit ; and 
my conſcience bears me witneſs, that though I try 
to detect and oppoſe your miſtakes, I ſincerely love 
and honour your per/ors. My regard tor you, as zea- 
lous defenders of the #r/7 goſpel-axiom is unalterable, 
Though your miſtaken zeal ſhould prompt you to 
think or fiy all manner of evil againit me, becauſe I | 
help Mr. Weſley to defend the ſecond; T am deter- | 
mined to offer you ſtill the right hand of fellowſhip : 
And ã any of you ſhould honour me ſo far as to ac- 
cept it, I ſhall think myſelf peculiarly happy; for, _ 
next to Fe/us and truth, the eſteem and love of good 
men is what I conſider as the moſt invaluable bleſ- 
lings. A deſire to recover the intereit I once had in 
the brotherly kindneſs of ſome of you, has in part 
engaged me to clear myſelt from the miſtaken charges 
of calumny and forgery, by which my haſty opponent 
has prejudiced you againſt me, and my Checks, If | 
you find, that he has defended your cauſe with carnal 
rueapons, hope with me that precipitation and too cn \ 
a zeal for your doctrines, have miſled him, and not 
malice or difeugenuity. | 
Hope it alſo, ye Anti-Calviniſts, conſidering that 
if St, James and St. John, through mere bigotry 
and impatience of oppoſition, were once ready: to 
command fire from heaven to come down upon the 
Samaritans, it is no wonder that Mr, H. in an un- 
guarded moment, ſhould have commanded the fire of 
his Calviniſtic zeal to kindle againſt Mr. Weſley and 
me. As you do not unchriſtian now the two raſh a- 
poſtles for a fin, of which they immediately repented ; 
let me beſeech you to confirm your love towards Mr. 
H. who has probably repented already of the mif- 
takes, into which his peculiar ſentiments have be- 


&rayed his good nature, and good breeding. 
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EF XV. I return to you, honoured Sir, and beg 
ou would forgive me. the liberty I have taken, to 
y before the public what I ſhould have been glad 
to have buried in eternal oblivion: but your Finiſhing 
Stroke has been ſo heavy and deſperate, as to make this 
addition to Logica Genevenſss neceſſary to clear up my 
doctrine, to vindicate my honelty,. to paint out the 
miſlakew Author of the Farrago, and to give the 
world a new ſpecimen of the arguments, by which 
your ſyſtem muſt be defentied, when reaſon, conſci- 
ence, and ſcripture {the three muſt formidable batte- 


ries in the world] begin to play upon its ramparts. 


- You ** earneſtly entreat mꝭ in your poſtſcript, to 
ubliſh a manuſcript ſermon on Rom. xi. 5, 6, that 
preached about eleven years ago in my church, in 

defence of the firſt goſpel-axiom. You are pleaſed to 

call it three times excellent,” and you preſent the 
public with an extract from it, made up of ſome un- 

| 82 paſſages, detached: from thoſe that in a great 
degree guard them, explain my meaning, confirm the 
doctrine of the Checks, and ſap the foundation of 
your miſtakes, As I am not leſs willing to defend 

Fes: grace, than to plead for faithful . — 1 

ſhall gladly grant your requeſt, ſo ſar at leaſt as to ſend 

my old ſermon into the world with additions in brac- 

- kets, juſt as I preached it again laſt ſpring; aſſuring 
you that the greateſt addition is in favour of free- 
grace. By thus complying with your © earneſt en- 
treaty,” I ſhall ſhow my reſpect, meet you half way, 
gratify the curiofity of our readers, and yet give 
them a ſpecimen of what appears to- me a. free, guar- 
ded goſpel. 


That diſcourſe will be the principal piece of an 
* Check to Phariſaiſm and Antinomianiſm, which 
I have prepared for the preſs. Upon the plan of the 


doctrines it contains, I do not deſpair to ſee moderate 
E 2 Calviniſts 
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Calviniſts, and un-prejudicedanti-Calviniſts, acknow- 
ledge their mutual orthodoxy, and embrace one ano- 
ther with mutual forbearance. May you and I, dear 
Sir, ſet them the example! In the mean time may 
the brotherly love, with which we forgive each other 
the real or apparent unkindneſs of our publications, 
continue and increaſe! May the charity that is not 
provoked, and hopeth all things, un, influence 
our hearts ! So ſhall the words that drop from our 
lips, or diſtil from our pens, evidence that we are or 
delire to be the clo/e followers of the meek, gentle, 
and yet impartial, plain-ſpoken Lamb of God. For 
his fake, to whom we are both ſo greatly indebted, 
reſtore me your former benevolence, and be perſua- 
ded that notwithſtanding the ſeverity of your #7 i/b; 
$roke, and the plainneſs of my anſwer, I ically think 
it an honour, and feel it a pleaſure, to ſubſcribe 
myſelf with undiſſembled ſincerity, 


Honoured and dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and obedient ſervant 
in the Goſpel of our common Lord, 
J. FLETCHER. 


Madeley, Sept. 1 3th, 
1773. 


** 


AN APPEN- 


A P P E N DU 1 


Upon the remaining difference between the 
Calvinifts and the anti-Calvinifts, with 


reſpect to our Lerd's dactrine of juſtification 
BY WORDS, and St. Fames's. doctrine. of 


Juſtification BY WORKS. 


0 force my dear Opponents out of the laſt 


intrenchment, in which they detend their 
miſtakes, and from behind which they atrack the 


Juſtification by words and works peculiarly inſiſted on 
by our Lord and St. ſames; I only need to ſhow- 
how tar we agree with reſpect to that juſtification ;- 


to ſtate the difference that remains between us; and 


to prove the unreaſonableneſs of conſidering us as 


Fapits, becauſe we oppoſe an unſcriptural and irratio- 


nal diſtinction, that leaves Mr. Fulſome jn-full poſlef-- 


ſion of all his“ antinomian dotages.“ 


On both fides we agree to maintain, in oppoſition - 


to Socinians and deiſts, that the grand, the primary, 
and properly meritorious cauſe of our juſtification, 
from firit to laſt, both in the day of . converſion and 
in the day of judgment; is only the precious atone- 
ment, and the infinite merits of our W 
hr1 
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Chriſt.— We all agree likewiſe, that in the day of 
converſion, faith is the in/frumental car/c of our juſti- 
fication beſore God.—Nay, if I miſtake not, we 
come one ſtep nearer each other, for we equally hold, 
that after converſion the works of faith are in this 
world, and will be in the day of judgment, the ei- 
dencing cauſe of our juſtification : That is, the works 
of faith [under the above-mentioned primary cauſe 
of our ſalvation, and in ſubordination to the faith 
that gives them birth] are now, and will de in the 
great day the evidence that ſhall inſtrumentally car/e 
our juſtification as believers, Thus Mr. Hill fays, 
Review, p. 149. Neither Mr. Shirley, nor I, nor 
« any Calviniſt that J ever heard of deny, that, 
„ tho a ſinner be jus rir IFD IN THE $1GHT of GOD 
© BY CHRIST ALONE, he is DECLARATIVELY JUS I“ 
& FIED BY WORKS, both here and at the day of 
judgment.“ And the Rev. Mr. Madan, in his 
Sermon on 7Zu/tification by gor, &c. ſtated, explained, 
and reconciled with juſtification by faith, &c. ſays p. 
29, By Chriſt only are we merit rioufly juſtified, 
„and by faith only are we i»ffrumentally juſtified 
„IN THE SIGHT of GOD; but by works and not 
© by faith only, are we declaratively JUSTIFIED 
© BEFORE MEN AND ANGELS.” From theſe two 
quotations, which could eafily be multiplied to twen- 
ty ; it is evident that pious Calviniſts hold the doc- 
trine of a ju/tification by the works of faith, or, as 
Mr. Madan expreſſes it after St, James, by works and 


not by faith only. 


It remains now to ſhow wherein we diſagree, At 
firſt ſight the difference ſeems trifling, but upon cloſe 
examination 1t appears, that the whole antinomian 
gulph ſtill remains fixed between us. Read over the 
preceding quotations; weigh the clauſes which I 
have put in capitals; compare them with what the 
Rev. Mr Berridge ſays in his Chriftian world unmaſked, 
„p. 26, of a ABSOLUTE impoſſibility of being juſti- 


© fied in ANY MANNER Y our works,” namely before 


God ; 


— 
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God; and you will. ſee,, that although pious Cal»i-- 


niſts allow, we are juſtified by works before mm and 
angels, yet they deny our being ever juſtified. by 


works before God, in whoſe fight they ſuppoſe we are 
for ever juſlificd by Chrift alone,” i. e. only by 
Chriſt's good works and ſufferings, abſolutely imputed 
to us, from the very firſtt moment in which we make 
a ſingle act of true faith, if not from all eternity. 
Thus works are ſtill entirely excluded from having 
any hand either in our intermediate or final juſtifica-- 
tion BEFORE Gop, and thus they are ſtill repreſented 
as totally needleſs to our. eternal: ſalvation, Now, in: 
direct oppoſition to the above-mentioned diſtinction, 
we anti-Calviniſts believe, that adult perſons cannot 
be ſaved. without being juſtified by faith as. innert, au- 
cording to the light ot. their diſpenſation ; and 4y- 
aworks as believers, according to the time and opportu-- 
nities they have of working: We aſſert, that the 
<vorks of fait hi are not leſs neceſſary to our juſtification. 
BEFORE God as believers ; than Faith itſelf is neceſ- 
ſary to our juſtification BEFORE HIM, as finners :;— 
And we maintain, that when faith does not produce 
good works [much more when it produces the worſt 
works, ſuch. as adultery, hypocriſy, treachery, mur- 
der, &c. ] it dies, and juſtifies no more; ſeeing it is 
a living, and not a dead faith, that juſtifies us as 
ſinners ; even as they are living, and not dead works, 
that juſtify us as believers. I have already expoſed 
the abſurdity of the doctrine, that works are neceſſary 
to our final juſtification before men and angels, but not 
before God : however, as this diſtinction is one of 
the grand ſubterfuges of the decent antinomians, and 
one of the pleas by which the hearts of the fimple 
are moſt eaſily deceived into ſolifidianiſm, to the man 
arguments that I have already produced upon this 
head in the 6th Let. of the IVth. Check,—I beg 
leave to add thoſe which follow: 
(1) The way of making up the antinomian gap 

by ſaying, that works are neceſſary to our interme- 
diate and final juſtification before men and angels, but 


of 


— 
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not before Go, is as bad as the gap itſelf, —If God 
is for me, ſays judicious Mr. Fulſome, who can be 
againſt me? It God has for ever juſtiſicd me 
*« only by Chrift,” and if works have abſolutely no 
place in my juſtification before him, what care I for 
men and angels? Should they juitify when God 
condemns, what would their abſolution avail ? And 
if they condemn when God juſtifies, what ſignifics 
their condemnation ? All creatures are fallible. The 
myriads of men and angels are as nothing before 
God. He is all in all. Thus Mr. Fulſome, by 
a moſt judicious way of arguing, keeps the field ot 
licentiouſneſs, where ſolifidian miniſters have inad- 
vertently brought him, and whence he is too wiſe 


to depart upon their brandiſhing before him the 


broken reed of 'an abſurd diſtinction. 


(2) Our juitification by works, will principally, and 


in ſome caſes entirely turn upon the works of the 


heart, which are unknown to all but God. Again, 
were men and angels in all caſes to paſs a deciſive 


ſentence upon us according to our words, they might 


judge as ſeverely as Mr. Hill judges Mr. Weſley ;. 
they might brand us for forgery upon the moſt tri- 


volous appearances ; at leaſt they might condemn us 
as raſhly as Job's friends condemned him. Once 
more, were our fellow-creatures to condemn us de— 
ciſively by our works, they would often do it as 


unjuſtly as the diſciples condemned the bleſſed wo- 


man, who poured a box of very precious ointment 


on our Lord's head. They had indignation, and 


blamed as uncharitable ae, what our Lord was 
pleaſed to call a good awork wwrought upon him, —a good 
work, which all be told for a memorial of her, as 


long as the chriſtian goſpel is preached : To this 


may be added the miſtake of the apoſtles, who, even 
after they had received the Holy Ghoſt, condemned 
Saul of Tarſus by his former, when they ſhould have 
abſolved him by his /atter works. And even now 


how few believers would juſtify Phineas for running 
imri 


. 
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Timri and Coſbi through the body, or Peter for 
ſtriking Ananias and Sapphira dead, without giving 
them time to ſay once, Lord have merey upon us! 
Nay, how many would condemn them as raſh men, 
if not as cruel murderers ? In ſome caſes therefore, 
none can properly juſtify or condemn believers by 
their works, but He who is perfectly acquainted: 
with all the outward circumſtances of their actions, 
and with all the ſecret ſprings whence they flow. 
(3) The ſcriptures Know nothing of the diſtine- 
tion which I explode. When Sr. Paul denies that 
Abraham was zu/tified by. wworks, it is only when he 
treats of the juſtification of a fimner, ans ſpeaks of 
the 2vorks of unbelief,——W hen Chriſt ſays, By thy words 
thou ſhalt beguftified, he makes no mention of angels. 
To ſuppoſe that they ſhall be able to juſtify a world 
of men by their words, is to ſuppoſe, that they have 
heard, and do remember all the words of all man- 
kind, which is ſuppoſing. them to be: Gods, Nay, 
far from being judged by angels, St. Paul ſays, that 
be. hall judge them; not indeed as proper judges, but 
as Chriſt's aſſeſſors and myſtical members: For our 
Lord, in his deſcription of the great day, informs us, 
that he and not men or angels, will juſtify the ſneep 
and condemn the goats, by their works. | 
(4) St. Paul diſcountenances the evaſive diſtinction 
which I oppoſe, when he ſays, Thinkeft thou, O man, 
avho' doe ſuch things, that thou ſhalt eſcape the rightrous 
judgment or GOD, who will render eternal life to them 
that by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for glory,. 
&c, when nt ſhall judge the sECRETS of men by Feſus 
Chrifl, For reaſon dictates, that neither men nor 
angels, but the Searcher of hearts alone will- be able 
to juſtify or condemn us by sEcRETs, unknown poſ- 
ſibly to all but himſelf, g 
(5) If you ſay : Moſt men ſhall have been con- 
demned or juſtified long before the day of judgment; 
theretore the ſolemn pomp of that day will be ap- 
pointed merely tor the fake of a-juſtification by _ 
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and angels: I exclaim againſt the unreaſonableneſs 
of ſuppofing that the great and terrible day of GOD; 
with an eye to which the world of rationals was 
ereated,, is to be only the day of MEN and ANGELS: 
and I reply :—Although I grant, that judgment cer- 
tainly finds us where death leaves us; final juſtifi- 
cation and condemnation being chiefly a ſolemn ſeal 
ſet, if I may ſo ſpeak, upon the forehead of thoſe 
whoſe conſciences are already juſtified or condemned, 
according to the laſt turn of their trial on earth: Yer 
it appears both from. ſeripture and reaſon, that mar + 
kind cannot properly be judged: before the great day. 
Departed Spirits are not nen; and! dead men cannot 
be tried till the reſurrection of tlie dead takes place, 
that departed ſpirits, and raiſed bodies may form 
mon again by their re · union Therefore, in the very 
nature of things, God cannot judge mankind before 
the great day; and to ſuppoſe that the Father has 
appointed ſuch · a day, that we may be finally juſtified 
by our works beſore men and angels, and not be- 
fore him, is to ſuppoſe that he has committed the 
chief judgment to the parties to be judged, i. e. to 
men and angels, and not to Jeſus Chriſt. 

(6) But if I miſtake not, St. James puts the 
matter our of all diſpute, where he ſays: You:/ce then 
that by works a man is juſtified and not by faith only, 
chap. ii. 24. This ſhows that a. man is juſtified by: 
works before the ſame judge, by whom he is juſti fied 
by faith; and here is the proof: No body was ever 


juſtified by faith before men and angels, becauſe. 


faith is an inward act of the ſoul; which none but, 
the ter of the reins can be a judge of. Therefore, 
as the Hife, BY FAITH alluded to in the latter part 
of the verſe, is undoubtedly. God alone; it is contrary. 
to all the rules of criticiſm to ſuppoſe, that the - 
tifier BY wor ks alluded to-in the very ſame ſentence,. 
is men and angels. Nay, in the preceding verſe God 
is expreſly mentioned, and not men or angels : Abra- 
ham believed Gov, and it was imputed to him for righte- 


au/ i. e. he was juſtified before God ;. So that the 


ame 
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Seme Lord, who juſtified him as a ,n, By faith in 
the day of his converſion, juſtified him alſo as a 
believer by <vorks in the day ot his trial. 

(7) But this is not .all: Turning to Gen. xxii, 
the chapter which St. James had undoubtedly in 
view, when he infiſted upon Abraham's juſtification 
by works; 1 find the belt of arguments, matter of 

fact. And it came to paſs, that God did tempt, i. e. 
try Abraham. The patriarch acquitted himſelf like 

a ſound believer in the hard trial: He obedient! 
offered up his favourite ſon. Here S. James addre 
fes a ſolifidian, and bluntly ſays, Wilt thou know, O 
ain man, that faith without works is dead, 1. e. that 
when faith gives over working by obedient love, it 
ſickens, dies and commences a dead faith ? Was not 
Abraham our father juflified by <verks culum he offered up 

_ 1ſaac upon the altar? It Mr, Hill anſwers: Yes, he 
was juſtified by works BEFORE MEN and ANGELS, but 
xot before GOD: I reply, Impoſſible ! for neither 
men nor angels put him to the trial, to bring out 
what was in his heart. God tried him, that he might 
juſtly puniſhor wiſely reward him; therefore God juſ- 
tified him. | If ajudge, after trying a man on a parti- 
cular occaſion, acquits him upon his good behaviour, 
in order to proceed to the reward of him, is it not 
abſurd to ſay, that the man is acquitted before the 
court, but not before the judge; eſpecially it there is 
neither court nor jury preſent, but only the judge ? 
Was not this the caſe at Abraham's trial ?, Do we hear 
of any angel being preſent but N T7892, the an- 
gel Jehovah ? And had not Abraham left his two ſer- 
vants with the Aſs at the foot of the mount ? Is it 
reaſonable then to ſuppoſe, that Abraham was juſti- 
fied before them by a work, which as yet they had 
not heard of; for, ſays St. James, Men, (which im- 
ou as ſoon as) he had offercd Iſaac, he was juſtified 
by works, If you ſay, that he was ;uſtified before 
Jaac; I urge the abſurdity of ſuppoſing, that God 
made ſo much ado about the trial of Abraham's 
faith before the lad: and I demand proof that 2 
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nad appointed the youth to be the juſtifier of his aged 
parent. 

8 (8) But let the ſacred hiſtorian decide the queſ- 
tion. And the Lord called to Abraham ont of heaven, 
an ſaid, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, for now I kno:v, 
F declaratively] that thou feareft God, (i. e. believeſt in 
God:) Noro I can praiſe and reward thee with wil- 
dom and equity; /ceing thou haſt not <with-held thy ſon 
thy only ſon from nc. Upon Calviniſtic principles, did 
not God ſpeak improperly? Should not he have 
ſaid, Now angels and men, befere whom thou haſt of- 
tered Iſaac, do know that thou feareſt mer But it God 
had ſpoken thus, would he have ſpoken conſiſtently 
with either his veracity or his wiſdom ? Is it not far 
more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that altho* God as omn:- 
cient, with a glance of his eye tries the hearts, ſearches 
the reins, and foreſees all future contingencies, yet, 
as a i, judge and a wiſe diſpenſer of puniſhments and 
rewards, he condemns no unbelievers, and juſtifies 
no believers, in St. James's ſenſe, but by the c- 
_ cence of the tempers, words and actions, which a- 
ally ſpring from their unbelief, or their faith? 

(9) Was it not from the ſame motive, that God. 
tried Job in the land of Uz, chap, i. 12. Iſrael in the 
wilderneſs, Deut. viii. 1, compared with Joſh. xxii. 2, 
and King Hezekiah in Jeruſalem, 2 Chron. xxx11, 31 ? 
God [ſays the hiſtorian] 2 him (te the temptation) 
that He (God) might knoxw declaratively) all that <vas in 
his heart, "Tis true Mr. Hill ſuppoſes in the 2d Ed. of 
his 5 Letters, that the words, He might inorv, refer to 
Hezekiah, but Cane more judicioutly refers to Gen. 
xxii. 1, where God tried Abraham, not that Abraham 
might know, but that He himſelf might declaratively 
know what was in Abraham's heart. If the word 
that nE might know did refer to Hezekiah, ſhould - 
not the afhx (J) he or him have been added to MY? 
thus, JV), as it is put to, the two preceding 
verbs, Y he left Rix, 1235 to try HIM? 

(10) Our Lord himſelf decides the queſtion, 
where he ſays to his bclieving diſciples ; Rn 
a 
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Mall confe/3 me before men, him will 7 alſo confsy/s xx ron 
MY FATHER suche ts in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall 
deny me before men, him vill 7 alſo deny BEFORE "MY 
FATHER who 7s in heaven, — It was undoubtedly 
an attention to this ſcripture, that made Dr. Owen 
fay : ** Hereby {by perſonal obedience] that faith 
„ whereby wwe are juftified [as finners] is evidenced, 
proved, manifefied Id Tas $16uT or Go and 
«© man.” And yet, aſtoniſhing ! this paſſage which 
mdirealy gives up the only real difference there is, 
between Mr. Hill's juſtification by works, and owr's ; 
this paſſage, which -cuts him off from the only way 
he has of making his eſcape (except that by which 
His brother ied to make his own, See 4th Check, 
p. 140) this very paſſage, which makes ſo much for 
my ſentiment, is one of thoſe concerning which he 
ſays, Finiſhing Stroke, p, 14. Words PRUDENTLY ex» 
- « punged by My. Fletcher,” when they are only words, 
which for brevity's ſake I very 1MprRUDENTLY left 
out, fince they cut down folifidianiſm, even with Dr. 
' Owen's word. | 


To conclude: Attentive reader, peruſe James ii, 
where the juſtification of believers by works betors 
God is ſo ſtrongly inſiſted upon: Obſerve what is 
faid there of the law liberty; of believers being 
judge by © that laty ; of the judgment without merey, 
that ſhall be ſhewn to fallen, mercileſs believers accor- 
ding to that law: OConſider that this doctrine exactly 
coincides with the ſermon upon the mount, and the 
epiftle to the Hebrewe— that it perfectly taflies with 
Ez. xviit. xxxiii. Mat. xii. xv. Rom, ii. Gal. vi. 
&e. and that it is delivered to $rethren, yen to the 
beloved brethren of St. Fames, to whom he could ſay, 
O«t of his own will the father of lights begat ut with the 
qvord of truth Take notice that the charge indi- 
rectly brought agaiaſt them, is, that they d the 
faith of our Lord qs Chrift with reſpe# of perſons ; 
and that they deceived their own pa by not bein 
as careful pers as tex, mere diligent pearers of 


aber 


er | 
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word Then look round upon ſome of our moſt 
famous believers; ſee how toaming, how roaring, 


how terrible are the billows of their partiality. . Read 


„An addreſs from candid proteftants to the rev. Mr. 
« Pletcher ;” read The Finiſhing Stroke ;"”” read 
46 More work for Mr. Weſley ;”” read. the Checks to 
antinomianiſm ; and ſay it there is not as great need 


to inſiſt upon a believer's juſtification y cord and 


boris, as there was in the days of our Lord and St. 
James; and if it is not high time to ſay to modern 
believers: My brethrex, hape not the faith of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt with reſpect of | FU SPEAK: ye, 
and ſo bo, as they that Bak judged by the law of 
liberty; for he ſhall have judgment without mergy, that 
hath ſheqved no mercy :=for vith what judgment ye judge, 
ve ſhall be judged : and with what. meaſure ye mete, it 
hall be meaſured to you again by him, that ſhall render 


to every one according to what he has done in the body, > 


evhether it be good or bad. But, '**. candid protiſt aut 
have an anſwer ready in their“ AbpzEss:“ This is 
«© the popiſh dofrrine of juſtificetion by. wor, and 
6 Arminian Mcthediſm turned out rank Popery at laſt.” 
— his is @ mingle mangle: of the: Moſt high” and 
* mighty, ſelf-righteous, ſelf-potent, /clf-important, [elf- 
„ /andlifying, ſelf-juſtifying, and ſelf-exalting MEDLE x 
„% Minifter*,” The misfortune is, that amidſt 
theſe witticiſms of “ the Protefiants” | for. it ſeems, 


the Calvinifts engroſs that name to themſelves | we 
ſtill look out for. arguments; and 


«©. rank Papiſts, 
- when we find none, or only ſuch as are worſe than 
none, we {till ſay, Logica Genevenſis / and remain 
confirmed in our “ dreadful hereſy, or rather in our 


Lord's anti-Calviniſtic doctrine ;* By thy words thox - 


ſhalt be JUSTIFIED, and by thy <vords thou' Halt be eox- 
DEMNED. tvs 1 \ Nin 12 | 
| | 


End of the Firſt Þ 


art. | 


# See the above mentioned & Addreſs from Candid Proteflants,” 
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The CONTENTS. 
INTRODUCTION... 


Mr. Berridge's uncommon piety and zeal 
give an uncommon ſanction to his dangerous, 
though well-meant miſakes. 


FIRST SECTION. 


Mr. Berridge advances the capital error of 
the anti nomians, when he ſays, that Faith mult 
UTTERLY exclude ALL juſtification by works 
and when he repreſents the paſſport of obedi- 
ence as a © paper kite.” | 


SECOND SECTION. 


A view of the dofrine of the ' Solifidians 
with reſpee? to the goſpel law, ar the law o 
liberty, which Mr. B. indired@ly calls a“ cob- 
« web;” and with reſpect to ſincere obedt 
ence, which he directly calls“ a jack o lant- 
% horn.“ Ait two nates ſhewing, that Mr. B. 
holds the dodtrine of merit of congruity, ag 
much as Thomas Aquinas, and that Bællarmine 
held 10 reprobation, as much as Mr. 
Toplady. . 

THIRD SECTION. 


An anſwer to the dangerous arguments of 


Mr. B. again/t fincere obedience, in which it 


7s proved, that Chrift is not *© at the head of 


<« the antinomian preachers” for making aur 
duty feafible as redeemed finners ; anelthat Mr. 
B's raſh pleas againſt obedience, as the con- 
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dition of eternal ſalvation, totally ſubvert 
Faith z/elf, which he calls © the total term 
of all ſalvation.” 2 f 


. FOURTH SECTION. 


When Mr. B. grants, that our damnation 
„is wholly from ourſelves,” he grants that our 
ſalvation is ſuſpended- upon ſome term, which 
through grace we have power to fulfi!; and in 
this caſe, unconditional reprobation, abſolute 


election, and finiſhed ſalvation, are falſe doc 
trines; and Calvin's whole ſyſtem flands upon 
a ſandy foundation : With a Note upon a pam 


Hhlet called © A check upon checks.” 


FIFTH SECTION. 


Mr. B. candidly grants the conditionality 
"of Perſeverance, and conſequently of Election 


by ſhowing much reſpect to © Sergeant IF.” 
| who guards the camp of ſeſus:“ But ſoon 


picking a quarrel with the valiant Sergeant ; 
oddly diſcharges him as a Few, opens the camp 
to the antinomians by oppoſing to them only a 
ham centinel, and ſhows the foundation of Cal- 
viniſm in a moſt ſtriking light. © 
CONCLUSION. 

In which the author expreſſes again his bro- 
therly love. for Mr. B. makes an apology for the 
miſtakes of his pious amageuiſt, and accounts 
for the oddity of tis ownfiyle in anſwering him. 
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INTRODUCTION... 


AVING animadverted upon Mr. H's. 
Finiſhing Stroke, 1 proceed to ward off the 
firſt blow, which the rev. Mr. Berridge has 
given to practical religion. But, before I 
mention his miſtakes, I muſt do juſtice to his perſon. 
It is by no means my deſign to repreſent him as a 
divine, who either leads a looſe life, or intends to hurt 
the Redeemer's intereſt, His conduct as a chriſtian 
is exemplary ; his labours as a miniſter are great: and 
I am perſuaded that the wrong touches, which he 


| gives to the ark of godlineſs, are not only undeſigned 


ut intended to do ſervice, b 
There are ſo many things commendable in the 
pious vicar of Everton, and ſo much truth in his 
Chriftian world unmaſked, that I find it an hardſhip to 
expoſe the unguarded parts of that performance. 
But the cauſe of this hardſhip is the ground of my 
apology. Mr. B. is a good, an excellent man, there- 
fore the antinomian - 2 25 which go abroad into = 
2 8 ; 1353 = Wi 
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world with his letters of recommendation, ſpeak in 


his evangelical ſtrain, and are armed with the poig- 
nancy of his wit, cannot be too ſoon pointed our, 
and too carefully | guarded againſt. I flatrer myſelf, 
that this confideration will procure me his pardon, 
for taking the liberty of diſpatching bis ant 
4% fer grant, with ſome doſes of rational and ſerip- 
tural antidote for thoſe, who have drunk into the 
pleaſing miſtakes of bis book, and want his piety to 
hinder them from carry ing ſpeculative into practical 
antinomianiſm. | 


FIRST SECTION, 

Mr. Berridge advances the capital error of 

the  antinomians, when he ſays, that Faith 

muſt UTTERLY exclutle' ALI juſtification by 

works :” and when he repreſents the paſſport 
of obedience”? as a paper-kite.. | 


q NE of my opponents has juſtly obſerved, that 
| the principal cauſe of. controverſy among 
„us,“ is the doctrine of our; juſtification by the 
zvorks of faith in the day of judgment. At this ram- 
part of practical godlinefs Mr. B. levels ſuch propo- 
fitions- as theſe in his Chriſlian worla unmaſked, 2d. 
Edition, p. 170. 171. FINAL juſtification by faith is 
the CAPITAL dottrine of the goſpel—Faith being the term 
of ſalvation, c. muf! yTTERLY exclude ALL juftifica- 


Tin by wwvorks—-And p. 26. we read of a ABSOLUTE 


AN of being juſtified id any MANNER by our 
avors-17 i + 4 1 n 3 


If theſe poſitions are true, ſay, reader, if. St. 


James, St. Paul, and Jeſus. Chriſt did not advance 


great untruths when they ſaid: By works. a man 75 


JUSTIFIED azd not by faith any. Jam. ii. 24. For. 


not the bearers of the law[ of br] are juft before _ 
| | ut 


. 


F 
| Gut the DO%R8 Hall be JUSTIFIED, &c. in the day when 
Gad. ſhall judge the ſecrets. of men by Feſus Chrift. Rom. 
ii. 13, 16. For[adds our Lord, When ſpeaking of 
the day of judgment] by thy won ps thou Hall be yosT1- 
ps 45 2 75 47 Chriſtian reader, f. N 
is miſtaken, Chriſt and his apoſtles, or the late 
of Clare-hall? vo fetus” 
8 Mr. B. goes farther ſtill. Without ceremony 
he ſhuts the gates of heaven againſt every man, who 
ſeeks to be zuftified by works, according to our Lord's 
and St. James's doctrine, _ For when he has aſſured 
us p. 171, that faith muff UTTERLY exclude ALL juf- 
tification by wor, he immediately adds Aud the 
«© man, who ſeeks to be juſtified by his paſſport of obedi- 
«© exce, will find no. paſſage through the city, get 
Might not our author have unmaſked 5 A 
tle more, and told the chriſtian world, that the ma; 
who minds hat Chriſt ſays ſhall be turned into hell 
See the boldneſs of ſolifidianiſm * ! In our Lord's 
days believers were to keep their mouths. as with 8 
bridle, and to abſtain from every idle word, left the 
| day of judgment they ſhould not be  ju/lified. ., In Bt, 
John's time they were to. % ;, | 
that they might-enter through the gates into the city, Rev, 
xii. 14, but in our days à goſpel-miniſter aſſures us, 
171, chat the bellever, Who according to pur 
rd's doctrine ſeeks tobe jf 7 lis paſſport 
«© of obedience, will find xo paſſage throug the city: gate i. 
«© He may tall of the tree of life, and ſoar up <with his 
„ pAPER-KITE 10 the gates of paradiſe, but wuill find 
no entrance.” —] grant it, if an antinomian pape 
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* Solifidianiſm is the doctrine of the Sol fidians; and the Soliþ- 
dians are men, who, becauſe finners are juſtified flo fide by SOLE 
FAITH in the day of converfion, infer as Mr. B, that © beliewi 

« is the total term of all ſalvation, and conclude as Mr. H. that 
the doctrine of final juſtification by the works of fab h in the great 


day, is * fill of rottenneſs and deadly foiſan,” It ig ſofter word 


Gor antinomianiſm, . 
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St. Peter's key; but ſo long as Chriſt has the key of 


David; ſo long as he opens, and no ſolifidian ſhuts ; 
the dutiful ſervant; inſtead of being ſent flying to hell 


after the paper · kite“ of obedience, will, through 


his Lord's merits, be honourably admitted into hea- 
ven by the paſſport of good works, which he has about 
him. For, though the remembrance of his fins and 
the fight of his Saviour, will make him aſhamed to 

uce it; yet he had rather die ten thouſand deaths, 


than be found without it. The celeſtial Porter, 


after having kindly open'd it for him, will read it 
before an innumerable company of angels, and fay, 
Enter into the joy of thy Lord, for { was hungry and 
thou gaveſ/i me meat: &. Mat, xxv. 35, &. 


8 It the vicar of Everton throws in un antinomian 


caveat againſt” this *** paſſport of obedienceſ,“ and 
ridicutes it ſtill as a . paper-bite,” Iſaiah and St. Paul 
will ſoon filence him. Open ye the gates, ſays the 
evangelical prophet, | that the righteous nation which 

th the truth of the goſpel-p ts, as well as of 
the goſpel-doftrines, may enter in: 55 


of faith} i nothing, but the keeping of the commandments 
of God. Lea, though 1 have ALL TAI TE and no charity, 
Jam nothing,” If. xxvi. 2, 1 Cor. vii. 19, xiii. 2. 
If I am at the city- gates, when Mr. B. will ex- 
elaim againſt the. ** paſſport of obedience,” I think 
I ſhall venture to check his imprudence by the follow - 
ing queſtions. © Can there be a medium between v0. 
having a 77 of obedience, and having one of diſobe- 
dience? | Muſt a man, to the honour of free-grace, 
take a paſſport of refractorineſs along with him? 
Muſt he bring a certificate of adultery and murder 8 
e 


* 


- * 
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+1 ſpeak only of the obedience of faith? It is only for that obe- 


Aience, and for the works of faith that St. James pleads in his epiſ- 


tle, Mr. W. in the Minutes, and I in the Checks. All other 
obedience is ig ducere, all other works phariſaical. 9 


- 


radds the evan- 
gelical apoſtle, Circume ion [including all profeſſions 


t 2 ö 
be welcome into the new Jeruſalem ? I am petſuaded 
that with the utmoſt abhorrence Mr. B. anſwers No / 
But his great Diana, ſpeaks louder than he, and ſays 
before all the world. There is no need that he 
ſhould have a teſtimonium of adultery and murder, 
„but he may if he pleaſes; nay, if he is ſo incli- 
*© ned, he may get a diploma of treachery and inceſt; 
| _ * twill. never invalidate; his title to glory; for if 
| «© David and the inceſtuous Corinthian had /aving 
| - faith, inamiſſible eternal life, and fiſhed ſalvation, 
when they committed their crimes; and if Faith or 
© BELITE VINO [as Mr. Berridge affirms, p. 168.] is 
, © the TOTAL term of ALL ſalvation,” hy mightnot 
1 chriſtian, if he is ſo minded, murder his neigk- 
N bour, worſhip idols, and gratify even inceſtuousluits as 
well as primitive backſliders, without riſking his Au- 
ted ſalvation? Upon this antinomian axiom advan- 
E cedby Mr. B. Believing is the TOTAL term of ALL 
ſalvation,” I lay my engine, a grain of reaſon, and atk 
every weprejudiced perion, who is able to conclude 
no that two and two make four, whether we may not, 
| without any magical power, heave morality out of the 
| world, 'or Calviniſm ont of the church ? 
If Mr. Berridge pleads,. that when he ſays, p. 168, 
«© Believing is the TOTAL term of ALL ſalvation,” he 
means a faith ** including and producing all obedi- 
— <ence:” I reply, Then he gives up ſoliſidianiſm; he 
| maeeans the very faith, which I contend for in the 
* Checks; and, preſſing him with his own definition of 
faith; I aſk, How can a faith including "all obedi- 
ence,”* include murder; as in the caſe o David 3 ide. 
Jatry, as in the caſe of Solomon; ing, cxrfing, and 
denying Cbhriſt, as in the caſe of Peter; and even incgſ, 
| as inthe caſe'of the apoſtate Corinthian? Are mur- 
der, idolatry, curſing, and inceſt, ** all obedience ? — 
| If Mr. B. replies No: Then David, Solomon, &. Joſt | 
the juſtifoing faith of St. Paul, when they loſt he | 


| tifving works of St James; and ſo Mr. B. gives up the 
| point together with "Calviniſm, —If he fays 75: he 


er 


% 


(3 ) | 
not only gives up St. James's juſtification, but uite 
— — 8 and the rational 33 this | 
„come and peep,” may fee that his dectrine of 

is not'achaffot,” but a great Diana, who pays | 
as little regard to decency, as ſhe does to ſeripture. 
Ik this is a fophiſm, 1 humbly intreat the learned 
Fellow of Clare-hall to-convince the world of it, by 
| ſhowing where the fallac y hes. He can do it, if 
can be done, havin g conſumed a deal of candle hy 
«< noted Hall at Cambridge, in lighting uþ a” 
„ underſtanding,” m_ after he was deelared ma) 977 
the art of logie. But if the dilemma is foreible, 
and grinds ealviniſm'as between an upper and nether 
mill-ſtone, I hope that he will no longer oppoſe the 
dictates of reaſon, merely to pour contempt upon cur 
Lord's doctrine of a believer's juſtification by the 
works of faith; and to ſport himſelf with obedience, 
rendered 45 ridiculous as Sampſon was, when the 
-Philiſices treated him as a blind — 


f / 
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SECOND. SECTION. 


© Containing an account of the doctrine of the 
 Solifidians with reſpect to K. Jes v goſpet- 
law, or law. of Liberty, avkick Mr B. indi- 
recitly calls a cobweb; _ with reſpes? ta ſin- 
Lere obedience, which he — calls © a 
6, eee . 
3 Xn PEG Mi. B. gives the paſ- 
: port of obedience to the winds as a boyiſh trum- 
pee Ton render the ite more contemptible, 
p. 145, he ties to it of a tail, a fpruce new {ct 
: ** of duties half a = long, called — TY f 
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„% and evangelically legal; n e I U and % 

% apoſtles, but diſcovered lately:by fome ingenious \gentle« 

2 — "Juſt as if I, who have ventured upon 

thoſe expreſſions, to indicate the harmony that ſub- 

ſiſts between the promiſes of the gy and the duties 
* 


ol the law of liberty, and Mr. Wefley: who has let 
thoſe com pounded words paſs in the ſecond: check, 
were the firſt men who have taught; that believers aye 
not vit hont law to God; but under a law to Chriſto 
1 Cor. ix. 21. Juſt as if no body had ſaid before us, 
Do awe mate wid the law through faith; or through the 
goſpel Go ' forbid 7 Tea, abe eftabliſſi the dam, Rom. iii. 
31. That is, by preaching a faith that worketh by love, 
we eſtabliſh the moral law; fore i then fulflliing? of 
it, and he that lowetb another has fulfilled the lat; Rom. 
xiii. g. 10,--Nor indeed the ceremonial law of Mo- 
ſes, for ceremonies and love are not the ſame thing: 
nor yet the Adamic lau ot innocence, for if the/apof-' 
tle had ſpoken of hat law, he would have'faid, 174 
that has ALWAYS lowrd. another woith PERFECT lobe, 
has fulfilled: the lau: Therefore he evidently ſpeaks 
of the evangelical law, preached thus by St. James to 
believers, & ſpeak ye, and ſo do, as they that ſhall be 
Jud, ed by the LAW OF LIBERTY, Jam, ii. 12. Ala 
which is fo called, not becauſe it gives us the leat 
liberty to fin; but becauſe, during the day of ſalva» 
tion, it indulyes us with the precious /z3&7y'to'repent. 
of A 2 fins; and come 2 8 or pardon, 
and for ſtronger ſupplies at ſanctifying graces + » 
. However, ® Mr. Best . thera 
had already burned St. James's epiſtle, ſay's, p. 144; 
after ſpeaking of the law of innocence given to Adam 
before the fall,“ All other laws,” and conſequently 
the law 4 liberty] © are cobevebs of an human brain :** 
What, Sir, do you think, that Moſes was a ſpiritual: 
ſpider, : when he wove the ceremortal lata Can von 
poffibly imagine that David's M man, wwho/e delight 
in THE. LAW of the Lord, meditates day and igt in 4 
Law, Which bids. him fand upon his own leg, and 
G& abſolutely 


* 


idge, as if the antinomians 


T 6 ) Sxor. 2. 


abſolutely deſpair of 'mercy upon a fingle trip? 
Would — on ſecond thou * Fay, that .. Paul * 
St. James weave coborh“ in the brains of mankind 
when they declare, that the end of the cCOMMANDMENT 
[or of Chriſt's law} is charity from a pure heart, a good 
conſcience and. faith unfcigned; when they of 
FULFILLING the royal law according to the ſcripture, 
Thou fbalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf; or when they 
aſſure us, that he avho loweth another KATH FULFILLED 
IT; and exhort us to bear one another's burdens and ſo 
FULFIL THE LAwW OF CurasT? See 1 Tim. i. 5. 
Jam. ii. 8. Gal. v. 13. and Gal. vi. 2. 


8 I mall not borrow here the raſh expreſſion, which 
Mr. Berridge uſes when he con founds original wor- 
thineſs, und derived merit, and reflects upon Chriſt, 

who evidently attributes the latter to believers: I ſhall 
not fay, that my new op ts miſtake ig enough 
to make +a devil bluſh; but I may venture to af- 
firm, that before he can prove, the law of liberty is a 
„ cobxvch,” he muſt not only burn St. James's Ws. 


8 0 


— — — 
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＋ How. ſtrangely may prejudice influence a good man ! Mr. Ber- 
ridge p. 164, &c, raiſes a maſked 8288 the article of the 
minutes, where Mr. Weſley hints, that Me zvord merit might be uſed 
in a ſcriptural ſenſe to expreſs what Dr. Owen, by an uncouth cir- 
curnlocution, calls, The remardable condeceucy, that our whole obedi- 
ence, through God's. graciovs 'appointment, has unto eternal life.--- 
£« Oh, Sir, | ſays Mr. B.] God muſt abominate the pride, the inſo- 
<« lence of human pride, which could dream of merit: it is enough 
©« to make a devil — is great truth in theſe words, if 
Mr. B. ſpeaks only of proper merit, or merit of condiignneſs : but if 
he extends them to the evangelical worchineſs fo frequently men- 
tioned by our Lord; rf he applies them to i merit, generally 
called merit of congrvity, he indirectly charges Chriſt with teaching 
a doftrine fo . diabolical, the devil himſelf would be 
aſhamed of it; and what is more ſurpriſing ſtifl, if I miſtake not, 


ke indirectly inforces the dreadful herefy himſelf by an 1LLUs- 
TRATION, which in ſome degree ſhows how God rewards us © for” 
gur works, and “ according ts” our warks,---A tender-hearted 

| | « gentleman 


Srer. 3. ( Gr ) 


but ſweep away the epiſtles of St. Paul to the Romans 
and 1 Galatians ; together with: the law, the 
prophets, and the pſalms. While he conſiders whe- 
ther the tree of antinomianiſm will yield a beſom 
ſtrong enough for that. purpoſe, I beg leave to dwell 
a moment upon another of his miſtakes.; It reſpe ct 
_ obedience and good works, againſt which ſoli fidians 
indirectly wage an eternal war. It runs through ſeve- 
ral pages, but centres in the following unguarded. 
propoſitions. 4 | Wh 


: 
Sh ” 2X " DAS = is. At ttt 


— — 


« gentleman. [ſays he employs two labourers out of charity, th 


«weed a little ſpot of four ſquare yards. Both are old and much 
« decrepit, but one is ſtronger than the other. —— 
c three yards, and receives three crowns : the weaker weedeth one, 


ct and receives one crown. Now both the labourers are rewarded 


« ror their labour, and accoRDixG. To their labour, but not 
« for the MERIT of their labour.”---Granted, if meri# is taken, 
in the ſenſe of proper merit, or merit of condignneſt and equivalence; 
bur abſolutely denied if it is taken in the ſenſe of ingproper worrhi- 
neſt or merit of congruity. Let Thomas Aquinas, the molt famous 
of all the papiſt divines, bring his ſtandard of merit and meafure 
Mr. R. and if the vicar of Everton [how loud ſocver he may ex- 
claim againſt the word |] is not found holding the doc rat of 
merit v congruity as m as Mr. Baxter, let me for ever forfeit 
all pretenſions to a grain of common ſenſe. © The angehc Doc- 
« tor” defines merit thus: © Dicitur aliquis mereri ex candigne, 
« quando invenitur æqualitas interpræmium et meritum ſecundum 
C ſtimationem: ex congruo autem, tantum quando talis æquali- 
« tas non invenitur; ſed ſolum ſecundum liberalitatem dantis mu- 
nus tribuitur quod dantem decet.“ That is, A man is ſaid to 
merit with a eri of condighneſs” | i. e. to merit proper when 
upon an average there appears an equality between the reward 
« and the merit. But he is ſaid to merit only with a merit of con- 
« pruity.[i. e. to merit improperly] when there is no ſuch equality: 
«© and when a benefator out of mere liberality makes a preſent, 
„ which it becomes him to make. No, let candid men compare 
Mr. Berridge's 1LLusTRKAT1ION, With the definition that the moſt 

wned papiſt doctor has given us of merit; and let them ſay it 


Mr. B. inſtead of ſplitting the hair, does not maintain, and tL- _ 


LUSTRATE the doctrine of merit of congruity; and if one of the 
bluſhes which he ſuppoſes our Lord's doctrine of worn, of meris 
would bring upon the face of ſome modeſt devil, does not become 


the author of the chriſtian world unmaſked, more than the author 


of the Minutes, 


— 


* 
* 
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t 1 - Sror. 2. 
P. 35. I. 18. Sincere obedience is no where mentioned in 


the goſpel as | CONDITION of ſalvation; and p. 36, 


J. 4, Works have no bare in the covenaut of grace as a 


CONDITION' of life. I grant it, if by falvation, in 
the-firſt propoſition, by life in the ſecond, Mr. 
B. means INITIAL ſalvation, and life BEGUN in the 
world of grace. For undoubtedly the free gift is come 
who all omen to juftification, or falvation from the 
Aamning guilt of original fin, and conſequently to 
tome intereſt in the divine favour previous to all obe · 
dience and works. Again and again have I obſerved, 
that as by one man's diſobedience, many [ot Tax aw, the 
multitudes of men] -wwere made finners ; fo by the obedi- 


ence of one, many Los To\auy the multitudes of men] 


| ers of the above - mentioned juſti iea tion, in con · 
r Chrrſt's atonement and the talent of free 
grace, and ſupernatural light, which ea&ghtens every 
aan that comes into theavorld, I Compare Rom. v. 18, 
19, With John i. 4, C, 9+ Far from oppoſing this 
initial uE: of free grace, this 8ALV ATION zenconditic- 
ally begun, I affert its neceſity-againit the Pelagians, 


ad its eng againit the papilis.and Calvinifts, who 


agree 0 maintain, that Gad has ab/olutcly * xcpro- 
Þaied a gonſiderable part of mankind. But Mr. 


** 


r 
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* Someof my readers will wonder at my coupling the Calviniſts 
aud the Roman iſts, when 1 ſpeak of thoſe Who hold alte repro- 
bation : ut my ohſervation is fouuded upon matter of fact. We 
are. too well aaquainted with the opinion of the Calviniſts concern- 
zog che veiſels of wrath. The ſentiments of the Papiſts not being (© 
public, may>berbroughteo light by the follawiag anecdote. Being 
Jome years agont Ganges, in the ſautkof France. I went with Mr. 


'  Pomaret;thepratefiantminifier of that town, to recommend to di- 


vino merey the foul of a womandyang in child-bed. When we came 


ant of the houſe, he ſaid: Did you take notice of the perſon who = 


was by the bed - ſide? He is a man-midwife, and a ſtrenuous 
papiſt. Nou ſee by the conſequences that this poar woman had 
a very hond labour. As it was doubtful whether the child would 


de born alive, he inſi ſted upon haptizing it in the wamb, avec ung 


Hanes 
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Be e's propoſitions arc antinomianiſm unmaſked, | 
It be re. their = 6 * ſcheme does) , 
T 3 ta 


— — ith. —_—_— * 


as 
* — ein — — OM x 244 $M 4 r — 


S ä — 6 in the room, 
exclaimed againſt his intention of tormenting — in _ 
tremity,: by ſo ridiculous and needleſs an operation. 
ied he, how can you call that ncedleſs, which will | Grad 
you not know * if the 010 dies unbaptized, it will ce 7 
be loſt? The doctrine of the Rotnith Church Is then Fee wrath, or 
* reprobat ion, for the myriads of wn, ho cke without 
wlthe world wer. 

Ipeg leave to oonbrm this anocdote by a preblic teſtimony My 
opponents have (raquenthy mentioned fl ieee of my ſenti- 
ments with thaſc of the Popiſh champion Bellarmine. This gave me 
a deſire of looking into his 3 Accordimyly I procured them 
lait Hinter; and, to my great ſurpriſe before I had · read a page, I 
tound him a peculiar agrairer oſ the yredeſtinarian St. 
tine, whom he perpetually quotes. Nay, Fs 1s ſo ſtrenuous an 

f Calviuſtic-eleftion, that, to prove © We can giur no account 7 

Pts leon In .- fai,“ amon we 3 4 advanced by Calvi. 
Cos, Zanchins; . in ſupport o unconditional election and rep 
batten, hee propoſes the following argument, Iettia ratio, &c. du- 
4« citura parvulorum divexſitate, . quorum aliqui rapiuntur ſtatim a 
© baptifmo, alli paulo ante baptiſmum, gvorum priores ad gloriam = 
prædeſtinatorum, poſteriores ad pœnam reproborum pertinere non 
eſt dubium: nec poſſunt hic merita "rerifa, ulluſve bonus 
te uſus liberi arbitrii, aut gratia fingi. Bell. Opera De gratia et Bbero 
ar bur. Cap. V. Auverpiee, 61 f. p. 766. That is, The third 
reaſen is ram the different loc of little children ; ſome being ſnarcb ui 
inamediaely er haptiſm, and ohers a little + vg e Th 5. 

mer of <vhom e 5 to the flor of 7 * 
„1% the Piotiſ pet of reprobates, © Nor can any teſert 
| Frei ar any , viſe Solis of of grace be bere preten- 
ded, Tbis argument is raly worthy of the cauſe-which it fupports. 
The very eſſence of Calviniſm is an irreconcileable oppoſition-to the 
ſ:cond goſpel-axiom, And as Bdllarmine's argument demoliſbes 
= "in, þ (3 being impoffible that the dammacion of reprobated in- 
from theniſebovci) he neceifanily builds up calviniſm, 
— is graceus<dectrines. I might here return my laſt oppo- 
n CES — 
capit 0.BE CLARMINE = ir, what 
7 ob und in : But I do not en ents. 
ah and Cardinal Betlamine in the right, it would de 
— 1 o Mr. Hin to ſtand between them both, than it 
is to me to — 22 e e In the 
nt Fg words 11 ufrifne an, as Fa 
Kr e not become a pe — upon the | 
truth does not become a lic under — 
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[ to finihbed ſalvation, and to a life of glory, uncondi- | 
| tionally beſtowed upon adulterous Packiliders for 
fincere obedience, or the good works of faith, are a 
* condition [or, to uſe Mr. B's word, 4 term] 
| indiſpenſfibly required of all, that ſtay long enough | 
d upon the ſtage of life, to act as moral agents. Every | 
| branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away, John 


| XV. 2. Benot deceived, neither fornicators, &c. ſhall in- | 

* Berit the kingdom of God. 1 Cor. vi. 9. See Ez ek. 

1 xvili. and xxziii. Je penitent thief had livcd, * =| 

our church, and not regarded the works of faith, | 

Should have loſt his ſalvation again. As for the argu - . 
meat taken from theſe wards, He that believeth Fnow, | 
with the Beurt unto righteouſneſs} hath everlaſting life, 
[i, e. has a title to, and a taſte of a life of glory, [ 
and ſhall have the enjoyment of it, I he cuntinucs | 
in the faith rooted and grounded ;} it is anſwered_at | 
large, 4th Check, p. 94, &c. 1 
ker 


1 
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38, Mr. B. unmaſks antinomianiſm in the | 
following propoſition. *< 7 have gathered up my ends, 

© reſpetting this matter; and ruft you ſee at length, | 

«© that fincere obedience ts nothing but a jack-o'-lanthorn, | 

| 

| 


«© dancing here and there and every where: no man could 
«< ever. catch bim, but thouſands have becn loft by fol- j 
«© lowing bim. | 
If I miſtake not, Mr. Berridge here exceeds Mr. 
Hill. The author of P. O. only ſuppoſes,” that 
works have nothing to do before the Judge of all the 
earth in the matter af our eternal ſalvation, and that <}| 
all believers ſhall . g louder in heaven for all | 
their crimes upon earth: But the Vicar of Everton l 
repreſents ſincere obedience [which is a collection of all | 
the good works of upright. beathens, jews, and chriſ- | 
tians] as ©* a jack-o'-lantborn ; and theuſands,” ſays be, | 
% have been loſt by following bim. —Here: is a blow | 
at the root What! thouſands loſt by following after | 
fncere obedience to God's commands! Impoſſible !— | 
Our pious author, I hope, means i»frcere obedience ; 
but if he —_ to what 3 not be 
ſurprized 7. if with the good caft in a-goſpel 
1 | | „ founderyy 
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& foundery, I ring a fire-bell,” and warn the proteſ- 
tant world againit ſo capital a miſtake. That thou- 
ſands have been loſt by reſting in faithleſs, ſuperſi · 
cial, hypocritical, in/ixcere obedience, I grant: but 
Thouſands !—loſt ! by following after /ircere obedi- 
ence, i. e. after the we uprightly perform 
according to the light we have !—This is as impoſ- 
fible, as that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould lie when he 
teſtifies, In every nation be that feareth God and work- 
eth righteouſneſs is accepted of bim according to one ur 
— of the divine diſpenſations: He is accep- 
ted as a converted heathen, jew, or chriſtian. * 
Had I the voice of a trumpet I would ſnout upon 
the walls of our Jeruſalem : Let no man deceive you : 
No body was ever loſt, but for noT following after, 
or for ſtarting fron fincere obedience ; chriſtian faith 
itſelf being nothing -but Srcere obedience to this grand 
goſpel precept, Believe in the Lord Feſus Ghrifh and thou 
3 ˙ ene apoftle/bi, ſays: St. 
Paul, for OBEDIENCE TO THE FALTH-among all nations, 
Rom. i. v. No adult children of Adam were ever 
eternally ſaved, but ſuch as followed after fficere obe- 
dience, at leaſt from the time of their laſt converſion, 
if they once drew back towards perdition. For 
Cbriſt, fays the apoſtle, 75 the "author of ErerRNAL 
ſalvation to them that oBE V him; and he undoubt- 
edly means, that him. facereſy :3 He will render 
eternal life to them by patient continuance in vell- 
doing, or by perſevering an ** fſincere obedience,” ſeeł 
glory. Has the Lord as great delight in barnt- 
offering, ſays Samuel, as in o0BEYING [and I dare ſay 
he meant fincerely obeying] the voice of the Lord? — 
Behold ! [whatever ſolifidians may ſay] - to onty + 
better than ſacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams; for. rebillion [or diſobedience] is as rhe fin of 
awitchergfh, and flubborntſi as Jdolatry.- Heb. v. 9. 
Rom, ii. 7. 1 Sam. xv. 224) . 
$ God, to ſhew the high value he puts upon fucrre 
#bedjcnce, ſent Jeremiah to the Rechabites with this 
m 


h 9 
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* aſſertions again ſt:fincere obedienee by u 
Ves, he-8bes, and ſame of them ure ſo. pla tb 


nay an 


(06533  - ' -SpeT. 2, 
meſſage; Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, xc Aus Ee have 


| OBEY ED the commandinient of Foradab your father, and 


kept all his precepts ; therefore Fona#ab the Jon of Reclus 
ſhall not want. a man #9 rand before me for ever. His 
capital charge againſt Ifrael is that of diſobedience. 
St. Peter, who obſerves that the believing Jews had 
purified their fouls by oxEY ING the truth, * What 
Meat the end be of thim that oREV not the'goſpel? And 
St. Paul — that Chrift avitl come 2 fre 
taking vcngeaube on Hen and that Gd «vill render 
tibwlation - and wrath 19 them that do not ove the 
truth, B ome wnrighteouſneſs: And even that fa- 
mous — He thut beliewerh on the for hath evcr- 
ling life; and be hat believeth not the for, ſhall not ſee 
tife, — 36, is in the original a rampart againſt 
ſolifidianiſim : tor in the laſt fentence of it, the word 
rendered believeth not, is not vu -ripevor, in oppoſt- 


tion to the firſt dlaufſe;: but , an expreſſion, 


-which by fipnifying-equally 4x60 ο,j˖Τẽůr.üEx urn, and 
e abo believers not, guards the Ar obedience 
1 as hat een, Run e 
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1 ee Mr. B's. Capital aft 
againf bacere obedience. leni 2. 


\ HE dre ee eee at rey 
ous vicar:of Everton, und aks If ke ſupports 
ments v 
le, that 
the ſim * can hardl — nd by them; 

ſome of the judicious too : for aſking, laſt 
2 —— Ir r of Bs. 
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book he admired moſt, he convinced me of the"ſea- 
ſonableneſs of this publication by replying I think 
„him moſt exceilent upon fincere obedience.” N 
glaring proof this, that the impoſſibility of deceivi 
the very elect is not ab/ol/ute, and that our Lord d 
not give them an iertinent caution when be ſaid, 
5 1 that no man deceive.you, But let us hear 
r. 3. 2}. , £ OF 
P. 24, Perhaps you think that Chriſt came to 
«© ſhorten man's duty, and make it more feaſible 
66 — 79 „ = of Moſes's tables, us 
„ the itts have done; or by clipping and par 
40 — Doreen — — do. ig 
«© fincere obedience, inſtead of perfet?, is new confi 
<< dered as the law of works, But if Jeſus Chriſt 
„ cameto ſhorten manꝰs duty, he came to e us'n 
licence to ſm. For duty eannot he ſhortened Uh 


<< out breaking commandments. And thus Ohrift 


< becomes a miniſter of ſin with a witneſs, aud muſt 
<< the ranked at the head of gntinomian'preachers;”— 
To this ſpecious argument 1 PLAT CHOP an We 
(.) After thetfall, Chriſt was given in the promiſe 
to mankind as a. Mediator; and help d — — vim 
to make. man's duty ¶ as a redeemed ſinuer ] feaſible. 
To deny it, is to deny mat's redemption. At that 
n the goſpel, What St. Paul calls 
the Law 


of faith, and St, James, i How of Therty 


took place, This gracious law has been in force un- 
der all cha lilſpentirions of the everlaſting goſpel ever 


fince. And according to its tenor in the day ot judge - 


ment we ſhallbezuſtified or condemned, Mat. xii. 37. 
2) To aſſert that the law of liberg or the law of 


faith requires of us paradi ſiaeal innocence, and ſuch a 


a at bodily and rational powers as Adam had 
efore the fall, is-to ſet Chriſt's mediation afide; and 
to ſuppoſe, that it leaves us juſt here it found us, 
that is, under the old Adamic covenant.— (3) The 


lay of liberty neither . ſhoves out, pares, nor clips“ 


any moral commandment; for it conderans a man — 
the 


5 
' 
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the adultery of the eye, as well. as for groſs fornica- 
tion; and for the murder of the tongue or heart, as 
well as for manual aſſaſſination; and it requires us to 
love God with all our heart and our neighbour as our- 
ſelves, according to the light of our diſpenſation, and 
the talent of power we have received from. above. 
He that keeps this whole law, and breaks it in one 
point [as Saul did in the matter of Agag, David in 
the matter of Uriah, Judas iu the matter of Mam- 
mon, ſome Corinthians and Galatians in biting one 
another; and ſome of the chriſtians to whom St. 
James wrote, in deſpiſing the poor and ſnewing a mean 
partiality to the rich] — he, I ſay, that knowingly 
and wilfully breaks this law in one point, is guilty of 
all; and he remains under the curſe of it, till he has 
repented, and reſumed the obedience of faith. 
Thereſore, when our Lord ſubſtituted the law liber 
ty for the law of innocence, he neither gave us 4 
licence to in, nor became | @ minifler of fin with a 
«witneſs, as Mr. B..raſhly. affirms, —(4) The fourth 
Moſaic commandment allows a manner of work, but 
the laſt edition, of the law of liberty allows all man- 
ner oſ work of neceſſity and merey, to be done on 
the ſabbath. Our Lord therefore diſpences with the 
uncommon rigour, with which the jews obſerved 
that ſacred day: and if Mr. B. will call that _ 
ce“ cis Pe ing,” or alter] the 44h OM» 
- vas 99 . oY : but if we break a com- 
mandment in availing ourſelves of our Lord's gra- 
cious diſpenſation, why does Mr. B. allow his man- 
ſervant, his maid ſervant, or his horſe, to work on 
the ſaturday! Why does he not keep the ſeventh day 
holy like the circumcized race?” (5) Ianocent 
man with z#:-paired powers, could yield gere obe- 
dience, to the law of innocence; therefore that law 
made no allowance, no proviſion for any deficienc 
in duty. Not ſo the. lat of liberty ; for although it 
allows no wiltul tin, yet it does not reject ſprinkled, 
though as yet imperfect obedience. Nor docs it as 
; ome 
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ſome divines would perſuade the world, curſe the bud 
becauſe it is not yet the bloſſom, or the bloſſom be- 
«cauſe it is not yet the fruit, or the fruit becauſe it. is 
not yet ripe: provided it tends to matutity, and 
harbours not ifucerity, the worm that deſtroys evan- 
gelical obedience. It declares,” that our werke of 
taith are accepted according to what” ve have, and not 
according to what wwe have not. It graciouſly receives 
from an heathen, the'obedience of an heathen; and 
from a babe in Chriſt, the obedience of a babe. 
And inſtead of ſentencing to hell the man, whoſe 
pound has on gained five pounds, and in whom the feed 
of the word has only produced thirty-fold: it _ al- 

has 


lows him half the reward of him, whoſe poun 


8 tem pounds, or in whom the ſeed has brought 
rth fixty-fold. But it ſhews no mercy to the un- 
profitable ſervant, who buries his talent; and it 


threatens'with ſorer puniſhment the wicked ſervant, 


who turn; the grace of God into laſcivionſueſs.———(6) 
Thus ſincere obedience is now conſidered as the 
„ law of works,” Not fo: but it is confidered, 
even by judicious Calviniſts, as that obedience, Which 
rhe law of liberty accepts of, by which it is fulfilled, 


and thro? which believers Hall be juftified in the great 


day. I might fill a volume with quotations from 


their writings ; but three or four will fufficiently 


prove my afſertton.——Joſeph Alleine, that zealous 
and ſucceſsful preacher, ſays in his Sure gufde to 
heaven, or Alarm to the unconverted, Lond. 1705. p. 
153, 154, The terms of mercy* [be ould have 


ald, The terms of £TEXNAL ſalvation] are brought 


as low as poſſible to you. God has ſtooped as low 
© to ſinners, as with honour he can. He will not 
© be thought a fautor of fin,” nor ſtain the glory of 
< his holineſs; and whither could he come lower 
„than he hath, unleſs he ſhould do this? He has 
< abated the impoſſible terms of the firſt covenant, 
Acts xvi. 31. Prov. xxviii, 13. He dees not im- 
s poſe any thing unreaſonable or impoſſible, as 4 
| condition 


EX. Cons — — — ———xꝛ2 ——— — —— 
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© condition of life.“ [ Aheme ſhould have ſaid, as acon- 
dition of ETERNAL life id GLORY 3. for. God in Chriit 
moſt freely gives us an initial life. of grace, before he 
puts us upon performing any terms, in order to an 
eternal life of glory.] - Two things were neceſſary to 
be done by you according: to the firſt covenant, &c. 
And for future obedience, here he is content to yield 
to your weakneſs, and remit the rigor. He- does 
not ſtand upon [Ag perfection &c. but is con- 
tent to accept of fixcerity, Gen. xvii. Mat- 
thew Mead in his treatiſe on The good: of carly Ole- 
dience, London, 1683, p. 402, ſays, It muſt be an 

_ © upright and 's1NCERE\ OBEDIENCE. Vault before me 
au be tlom perfect. Gen. xvii. 1. In the margent it 
is, rere or zpright. So that ſincerity and up- 
rightneſs is new covenant perfection. The per- 
fection of grace in heaven is glory ; but the per- 
fection of grace on earth 18 ſincer ig. Mr. Henry 
perfectly agrees with M. Mead, when he thus com- 
ments upon Gen. vi. 9. Mah cut a juft man and 
gare: He was perfect, not with a ſinleſs perfec- 
© tion” [ according to the fiel covenant] but a per- 
fection of ſincerity. And it is well for us, that 
by virtue of the covenant of grace, upon the ſcore 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, frcerity: is accepted as 
our goſpel perfection! — Hence it is that Dr. 
Owen ſays; a believer 4s ſuch, ball: be tricd, judged, 
aud juſtified, ** by his own perſonal $1NCERE OEE Di- 
„% ENEB.” Of juſtißcation, p. 111. — By compa- 
ring theſe fair quotations with Mr. B's argument, 
my reader, without having the ſagacity ot az old 
« fox,” will ſee, that antinomianiſm has loſt all 

: decency in our days, and is not aſhamed to call 

1 | «©. ;ack-o'-lanthorn,” &c. what the ſober Calviniſts of 

) | the laſt century called goſpel perfettion,” 


end ind a0 Bio; N es, that | 
„ Chrift becomes a miniſter of ſin with arwitneſs, and 
„ muſt beranked at the head,vf autinomian . 
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becauſe he has ſubſtituted the law of liberty for the old 


Adamic covenant, is ſomething ſo, ungrateful in a 
| believer, ſo aſtoniſhing in a goſpel-miniſter, that— 
But I ſpare the piou: Viear of Everton, and riſe againſt 
_ thee, O Criſpianity ! Thou haſt ſeduced that man of 
God, and upon thee I charge his dreadful miſtake. 
However, he will permit me to conclude this anſwer 
to his ſhrewd argument by the following query: If 
« Chrift becomes a miniſter of fin, and muſt be ranked at 
„the head of antinomian preachers,” for placing us 
under the law of liberty, which curſes à fallen be- 
- hever that breaks it in one point fevughn ſhould be 
only by fecretly harbouring malice orlu 


what muſt we ſay of the divines, who give us to 


underſtand, that believers are not under the law 
preached by St. James, but under directions or“ rules 


of life,” which they may break unto adultery” and 


in his heart. 


murder, without ceafing to be God's pleaſant chil- 


Maſt theſe 


dren, and men after his own heart? 


popular men be ranked at be brad, or at the tail of the 


antinomian chers? 1 J 1 
P. 24. Mr. B. advances another argument. If 
© fincere obedience means any thing, it muſt ſignify, 


either doing what you can, or doing what you 


6 vill.” apprehend it means neither the one 


nor the other, but doing with uprightnefs what we 


| know God requires of us, according to the diſpenſation 
of A which we are under; meekly lamenting our 
de 


encies, and aſpiring at doing all better and bet- 


ter every day. S vue are not] got upon'the , 


„ fva ound again,” but ſtand upon the rock of 
ages, — ra detend the law of liberty againſt miſ · 
taken ſoliſidians. 23; 10 LIST 
P. 27. Mr. B. inſtead of ſhewing, that our obe- 
dience is infixcere if we live in fin, and deſpiſe Chriſt's 
ſalvation, goes on mowing down all fincere obedience 
without diſtinction.— 7perceive, ſays he, yon are not 


et diſpoſed to renounce fincere_obedience:"” and to en- 


ge us to it, he advances another argument, which, 
15 were ſound, would demoliſh, not only ** fincere 
2 H 
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obedieuce, but true repentance, faith wnfeigned, and; all 
chriſtianity, To anſwer it therefore, I only nęed to 
produce it; ſubſtituting the words true repartance, OX. 
ale unfeigned, for ** fxcere obedience,” which Mr. B. 
ridicules, thus: 
Nu might, hame reaſon to complain, IH God had made. 
« fincere obrilience. [| lay, true repentance, or faith 
3 a condition of ſalvation: Much: talk of it 


© ever zen it. I dare defy the ſcribes to tell me truly what. 

e fancere” [ repentance] © is : aphethtr it means leavi ing 
*balf. my ſins, or exe fiftieth, or ono bundredth part; 

ing * helf* a ſcort tears or. fifiy, or one hundred. 


« awbether” taith unteigned,* means” believing half the 
bible, en three quarters, or one quarter, or one fiftiath, 
© or * hundredth hurt: Or whether it means believing 
with, *. © haff? a grain, of the faith, which, removes a 
neee af guilt, *or one fiſtieth, or, one hundred 

gart of à grain: Or whether it implies believing 
with all our hearts, or with * half, or-three quarters, ar 
©. one-quarter,” ic. Where muſt we' draw the line? It 
4 1 a. magic wand to draw it. See p. 27. 

13. &. 

Mr. B. turns this flaming argument again ee 
obedience, like the cherub's ſword, every vv. Take 
tyyo more inſtances of his ſkill ; ſtill giving me leave 
to level at /aith nenen, © the total term of all ſulva - 
ron,” what he ſays, againſt ſincere obedience—P. 28, 

* {f God:has made fincere obedience [IL retort! faith un- 

„ ©. teigned] the coxpirION* for term] of /alnation, 
be would certainly have. drawn the line, aud marked out 
« the boundary preciſely, becauſe our life he 


Wd 4 —_—_ — — 


i Mr. B. eee bete argument 3 
cere obedience p. 94, 1.18. „1 aying fifteen years 
faith with ome 9 and am not yet 1 of mare than Half a 
grain. eſus affi aſſitres you that a ſingle — 

—— e, the con 
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there is, like the good man in the moon, vet none could» 


< 1 dare defy, all the lawyers: in the world to; tell mc, 


— . REMOVE A | 
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——Page 28. Sincere obertdience? ¶ I eontinue to ſay, 
Faith unfeigned] * 7s calleli a contition, [ora term] 
anil no one knows whit t is, Wc, O fue condition 7 
S urely Satan was the author it. 


P. 24, * It is Shtan's eateb=word fur nbe gabe. -P. 
38, It is © nothing but a yack-0'-laithorn, dancing here 
* and there and eh here, #6, For p. #9, © 1f 
So has traton no boundary, Wan muff dratvy it, and 
© vill draw tt where be pleaſeth, * Stucere obedience” 
[I ftil-retort fucere repentance, or ue fuchs 
becomes u noſe of war, ani is fo fingered ns "to fit ex- 
* utthy every humam face, I look upon this tofirine, as 
* the liewil's miſter-piece, Kc,” F 

And 1 look upon thefe aſſertions, as the maſter- 
piece of antinom ian raſmneſs, and Gtuevu- logie in the 
mouth of the pious Vicar of Everton. I it not ſur- 
Priving, hat he, who wninirſks the chriſtizh world, 
thould be fo hood-winked by Calviniſm, as not to ſee, 
that there are as many ue profeſſors of sIxcErE 
repentance and TRUE faith, as there are of fincere obe- 
dtence; that even the Turks call themſelves muſſul- 
men, or #rxe bellevers; and that he has full as much 
reaſon to call ſineere repentance, or true faith, a'ro:- 


ten buttreſs, a noſe 'of "wx, a paper-hite, a yack-o*-lan- 


lor, &. as ſincere obedience'? | 


What a touch has this ſearned divine given here to 
the ark of God, in order to prop up that of Calvin ? 
and how happy is it for religion, that this grand 
argument againſt obedience, repentance, and faith, 
is founded upon an hypothetical propoſition, p. 29, 
1.8, „ If Gold his driinv# #0 bouitlary ?** This 7 

poſition Mr. B. takes for granted, though it is evi- 
denrly fafe; the boundaries of ſincere obeaience being 
full us clearly drawn in the ſeriptures as thoſe of true 


 repentanct, and faith wnſtigned. woo” | 
$ God himſelf, without  * @ magic ward” has 
© drazvn the line, both in every man's conſcience'and 
in his written — The line of Jewiſh obedience 
2 is 
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is drawn all over the old teſtament, elpocially Ex. 
xx, Pſ. xv, Ez, xviii, and Mic. vi. 8. The line % 
Chriflian obedience: is exactly drawn all over the new 
teſtament, and moſt particulgrly in our Lords. ſer- 
mon upon the mount: And the line of Heathen faith 
and obedienee is, without the ſcripture, drawn in. 
every breaſt, by the gracious light, that enlightens 
every man who comes into the world. Through this 
light even Mahometans and Heathens may BELIEVE. 
that God is, and that he is a-rewarder of them that di- 
ligently ſeek bim; and by this Fa11w they may work 
righteouſneſs, do to others as they would be done by, 
and ſo fulfil the law of liberty according to their diſpen- 
ſation: And that ſome do, is evident from theſe 
words of the Apoſtle : When the gentiles, who have not 
the [written] law, do by nature in its preſent ſtate of 
initial reſtoration, without any other aſſiſtance than 
that which divine grace vouchſafes to all men univer- 
ſally] the things contained in the law; theſe having no 
(written) law, are a law unto themſchyes, and fhew the 
work (or precepts) of the law written in their hearts; 
their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts 
accufing or excufing one another, Rom. ii. 14, 16. 
Therefore, the dreadful blow, inadvertently ſtruck 
at all religion through the ide of fucere obedience, is 
happily given with a broken reed: Chriſtianity 
ſtands: The important term of fincere obedience, 
with reſpect to adult perſons, 4as:not Satan, but the 
bleſſed God, for its author; and antinomianiſin is 
more and more unmaſked.” bs 7 
But theſe are not all Mr. Berridge's objections 
againſt obedience : For p. 30, he ſays, worte 
are 4 condition in the goſpel covenant, then avorks m 
male the WHOLE of it.” Why ſo? May not fait 
and repentance, ſo long as they continue true and 
lively, produce good works, their proper fruit? 
Why muſt the fruit make. the whole* of the tree? 
Beſides, works being the evidencing cauſe of our ſal- 
vation, according to the goſpel, you have no 1 — 
51.1483 bod e Oh: rom 
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from ſcripture to ſay, they muft make the avhole cauſe 
of it, They agree extremely well with faith, the 
inſtrumental cauſe; with Chrift's blood; the properly 
meritorious cauſe ; und with God's merey, the firſt mov- 
ing cauſe, May I not affirm, that the motion of the 
fourth wheel of a clock, is abſolutely neceſſary to its 
pointing the hour, without ſuppoſing that ſuch a 
wheel muff make the whole of the wheel-work? O 
how, have the lean kine aſcending out of the lake of 
— eaten thoſe that fed ſa long near the xi ver 
Car n x | [3,190 Sat 1161108 9 
| But you add, P. 30, Sixcere obedience as & condition, 
| will lead you wnavoidably up to perfect obedience, And 
ſuppoſe it ſhould, pray, where would be the misfor- 
tune? Is it right to frighten the chriſtian world from 
ſincere obedience, by holding out to their view. chriſ- 
tian perfection, as it it were Meduſa's bead ? 
Are; we not cammanded to go or to eftion}\ Was 
not this one of our Lords: contaluats arial the 
Church of Sardis ?- I hawe not faund ty cuorts per 
before God? Does not St. Paul ſum up all thelaw, or 
bedience in love And does not St. John make ho- 
nourable mention of perfect love, and excite thoſe,” 
| who are not maile perfect in love, to haue fellowſhip with * 
Jim and with thoſe who could ſay, Our lobe is made 
pen, 1 2 iy. 177 Why then ſhould the world 
driven from. Aacere, by the fear of prrſef obedience ? 
— Eſpecially as our Lord never required ahſalute perfec- 
tion from archangels, much leſs from fallen man: 
25 the perfection which he kindly calls us to, being no- 
thing but a faithful improvement of our talents, ac- 
cording to the proportion of the grace given us, and 
the ſtandard of the diſpenſation we are under. S0 
that upon this Ps 4 he whoſe one talent gains an- 
other, obeys ag perfectly in his degree, as he whoſe 
five talents gain five more. N ot withſtanding all the 
| in ſinuations of thoſe fibers of men, who beat the ſtreanis 
| of truth, to drive the fiſhes from chriſtian perfection 
into the antinomian net. God ĩs not an auſtere maſter, 
8, ak much 
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much leſs a fooliſh one. He does not expect to reap 
where he has not ſown: or to reap wheat where he 
ſows 2 Thoſe gracious words of-our Lord, 
repeated four times in the goſpel, might alone filence 
them that diſcourage believers from-going on to the 
perfection of obedience peculiar to their diſpenſation, 
Po every one that hath to purpele, ſhall be given, and 
ve ſhall have abundance, he ſhall attain the perſechon 
of hĩs diſpenſation; but from him #hat hath not, becauſe - 
he buries his talent, undor pretenee that his Lord re- 
quires unattainable obedience, Hall be taken away even 
chat awbich be bath. Compare Nat. Xii. 12. with 
Mat. xav. 29, Mark iv. 24, and Luke viii. 18. 


5 The two laſt arguments of Mr. Berridge againſt 
| lincere obedience may be retorted thus. (2) J faith 
iq a condition| or term fin be goſdel covenant, then{tfarth] 
muſt make the whole of it, if this is true, what 
becomes of Chriſt's obedience unto death? You re- 
ply, Faith neceſſarily ſuppoſes it. But you-cannot 
I follow you ſtep. by ſtep, and ſay, The 
works I plead for, neceſſarily ſuppoſe net only our | 
Lord's ience unto death, but faith, which you 
call © the only term of all ſalvation.“ (2) You fay, 

Sincere obedience as a condition will lud you ere | 
a 10 petit obedience. - And I retort ; Faich unfeign - 1 

ccd, as term or condition, will kad you unaveidably up. 
to perict faith : For if the low of ihovey commands us 
to love God with all our ſoul, it charges us alſo to be- 
lieve in Chriſt ev/th all our heart. Adds viii. 37. Should 
you reply, I am not afraid of being led up to perfect 
2 I return the ſame anſwer with regard to perfect 

ee... 4 a 
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This argument againſt frcere obedience, taken 
from the danger of he on to the/perfattion of it, is 
ſo much the. more ext mary, when dropping 
from. Mr. Berridge's pen, as it is demoliſhed by the 
words of his mouth, when he ſings, «Th 1 
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Thee we would be always bleſſing, | 

Serve thee as thine hofts above, 
Pray and praiſe thee without cenfing, 

Glory in thy pert love, 4 


Finiſh then thy new creation; | 
Pure and ſpotleſs may we be?! 

* Triumph in thy fell falvation, NR 

a ae by ber. 


See eee FJ. Berridge M. 4. &c. 
P- 178. | F 2 Ky 
To conclude : Another argument is aſten urged 

by this pious author to render the dactrine oſ a belie- 

ver's ual] juſtification hy the evidence af works 0di- 
ous to humble ſouls. He takes it for granted that it 
encourages vin: ſtill confounding the works of 

Faith, which he at 4mes recommends as well as I, with 

the phariſaical zverks of unde, which I perpetually 

decry as well as he. But even this argument, about 


which the Calviniſts make ſo much noiſe, may he re- 


torted, thus: There is as much danger of bei 
proud of one's faiub, as of one's works of faith: 
af Mr. R. preſſes me with Rom. iii. 29, Boi © 
excluded by the law of faith; I reply, that, the works 
I plead for being the 4vorts oF FAIT Hy his argument 
makes as much for me as for him; and I preſs him in 
my turn with Rom. xi. 18, 20. Boaſt not thyſelf againſt 
the branches. Thou flandefft by faith. Be not high-mind+= 
ed, but fear. Which ſhews, it is as poſſible, to be 
ud of faith, as of the works of faith. Nor can a 
hetiere boaſt of the latter, unleſs his humble faith 
gins to degenerate into vain fancy. | 


Such are the capital objections, that Mr. B. in 
his unguarded zeal for the firſt goſpel axiom, has 
adyanced againſt the ſecond, Should he attempt to 

| _exculpate - 


—— — 
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N exculpate himſelf by ſaying, that all his arguments 
| againlt Sucere obedicnce are levelled. at the hypocritical 
| haters which phariſaic hoaſters ſometimes call 
ſincere: I reply, (1) It is pity he never once told 4 
| his readers ſo. (2) It is ſurprizing that he, who 
unmaſks the chriftian world, ſhould fo maſk-himſelt, as 
10 to /ay juſt the reverſe of what he means. (3) It he 
3: really deſigns to attack 7nfircere obedience, why does 
| he not attack it As i#fixcere? And why does he ad- _ 
= þ vance no arguments againſt it, but ſuch as would give 
the deepeſt wound to ru fixcere obedience, if they 
were concluſive? (4) What would Mr. B. ſay of 
me, if I publiſhed an impious eſſay againſt divine 
aboriſhip in general, and to vindicate my conduct gave 
it out ſome months after, that I only meant to at- 
tack *© the worſhip of the bot“ which makes a part 
of what "the'papifs call  ** divine 'avor/bip 7” Would 
ſo lame an excuſe clear me before the unprejudiced 
world 2 But, (5) the worſt is, that if Calviniſm is 
true, all Mr. B's arguments are as conclufive againſt 
evangelical, ſincere obedience, as againſt the hypo- 
critical works of phariſees: for if Chriſtians [who 
have time to add the works chiefly recommended by 
St. James, to the farth chiefly preached by St, Paul] 
have a ' full, inamiſſible title to final juſtiſication with- . 
out thoſe works, nay with the moſt horrid works, p 
fuch as adultery and murder; is it not evident that 
CINE of good works and fircere obedience, is as 
needleſs to their eternal ſalvation, as a rotten buttre/3, 


a paper- lite, or a jack-o'-lanthorn ? | | 
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FOURTH SECTION. 

& When Mr. B. grants, that our Damnati- 
&* on is wholly from ourſelves,” he grants that 
our - ſalvation is ſuſpended upon ſome term, 
which through grace we have power to fulfill; 
and in this caſe, unconditional reprobation, 
abſolute election, and. finiſhed ſabvation, are 
| falſe doctrines; and Calvin's whole ſyſtem 
1 fands upon a ſandy foundation. 8 


HEN a man grants me #wvo and u, he 

grants me four 5 he cannot help it. If he 
exclaims againſt me for drawing the neceſſary infe- 
— rence, he only expoſes himſelf before men of ſenſe. 
Mr. B. p. 190, fully grants the ſecond goſpel axiom: 
Our damnation, ſays he, is wholly from ourſelves: 
Nevertheleſs he declares, p. 26, that there is an 
„ abſolute impoſſibility of being juftified® [or ſaved] 
* in any manner by our works; and part of his book 
ſeems levelPd: at this propoſition of the minutes, 
+ Salvation not by the merit of works, but 
4 works as a condition.” Now, if I am not miſtaken, 
by granting the above-mentioned goſpel axiom, as all _ 
moderate Calviniſts do, he grants me Mr. W's, pro- 
R 8 DEE, together with the demolition of Calviniſm : 

* 


(1) If my danmation is wholly from myſelf*, iels not 
the neceſſary conſequence of an ab/olute, efficacious de- 
cree of non- election, for then my damnation would 


by 


— — — 


* By the word wholly, Mr. B. cannot mean that our damnation 

may not have ſecondary cauſes, ſuch as a'tempting devil, an alluring 
f world, wicked company, a bad book, &c. He is too wiſe to deny 
it. All I fuppoſche means, as well as myſelf, is that every 1 
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be wholly from God. Nor is it the neceſſary conſequence 

of the Jevil's .telnpration, for then it would 'be from 

the devil: Nor is it (upon the goſpel play) the zeceſary 
conſequence of Adam's fall; becauſe, although I 

fell ſeminally into a ſtate of damnation in the loins of 
Adam, yet the free gift came ſeminally upon me, as 
well as pon all men, unto mitial;zfification; for I was 

mo leſs in Adim, when God raiſed him up by the 
rue promiſe of a Mediator, than when he fell by the 
lying premiſe of the tempter. 

Now if my damnation is neither from any uncon- 
"ditional decree of reprobation, nor from the fall of 
Adam, what becomes of Apollyon and his ſiſter, the 
great Diana? What becomes of abſolute reprobation, 
und its inſeparable companion, acpniitionul election? 
Mhat becomes of all the horrors that St. Paul is ſup- 

poſed to father upon the God af love, Rom. wx? In 
aA word, What: becomes of Culviniſm  _ = 
Again, If © 2y datmation'is wholly from nel. 
the a Judge of all the earth muſt damn meperfo- 
-nally for ſomething, which he had put it in my pow- 
er perſonally to do or to leave undone. My damna- 
ian then, and conſequently my ſalvation, is neceſſa- 
rily ſuſpended on ſome term or condition, the perfor - | 
mance or non- performance of which, is at my option. 
Nor is light more contrary to darkneſs than theſe two 
propoſitions of Mr. B. are to each other, Our dam. _ 
nation is wholly from ourſelves: And, Sr. Paul 
plainly ſhuts out allworks of fincere obedience, ws a'cOND1- — 
r10n” of eternal ſalvation. On the firſt, ſtand the 
minutes and the checks; on the ſecond, calviniſm and 
antinomianiſm. And as ſome of Mr. B's. readers 


cannot 


— 
— 


bate is the primaty meritorious cauſe of his damnation, Juſt as di- 
vine grace in Chriſt is the primary, meritorious cauſe of our ſolva- | 
tion; although under that original, principal, leading cauſe, tlicie 
are inferior, inſtrumental, evadencing cauſes, ſuch as Bibles, Mi- | 
F niſters, religious converſation, faith, good works, &c. | 
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cannot receive two. incompatible: propoſitions, they 
delice to know. which of, them, we muſt give to the 
winds, with, the paper-kite of fingere aheGance 8 00 
I hope that gentleman will not endeavour to ſcreen, 
Calviniſm by ſaying, that the teprobates are damned, 
merely for their perſonal fins, ang; therefore. thein 
damnation. is wholly from themſelues. An illuſtration 
will eaſily ſhow the fallacy of this argument, by which 
: Calxiniſ is. frequently kept. dountenance. 
A Monarch, in haſe dominions all, children are 
naturally horn laue, makes a lau, that all who ſhall 
not ul Hrait before a certain day, ſhall be call into a 
4 * fiery furnace, The terrible day comes, and myriads 
ol lame culprits ſtand be fore him. His anger ſmokes 
againſt them, 2 with a ſtretched out arm he thun- 
ders: Depart, from me, ve curſed, into that place of, 
torment. prepared for obſtinate aſſenders: for when L 
— bid you, walk upright, ye-perfifted to. go lame, Go 
burn ta all eternity, and as ye burn, clear my juſtice; 
and remember, that your 2:;/ery is WHOLLY, from YOUR = 
SELVES. RY RC IE & | 
WHOLLY, 17 OURSELVES ! they reply with one 
voice: Was it ever in our pov nat to. be born 
| lame; or to walk upright in our crippled.condi- 
tion? Waſt not thou, acquainted. with our zatural 
misfartune.? When a. wonderful man came into 
— | — thy kingdom, to heal the lame, did, thou nat 
order that he ſhould paſs us by? If he and his ſervants 
— have tantalized us with general offers of a free cure, 
doſt thou not know, they were complimental, lying 
offers? Haſt thou forgotten, how thou ordered ſt the 
loving Phyſician who wept over us, never to prepare 
one drop of his purple tincture for us? Ang how thy 
<< ſecret will” hound us with the inviſible chains of 
an efficacious decree. af preterition, that we might 
| never come at that precious remedy ?. In a word, was 
| it not from the beginning thy fixt determination, that 
as we are, born lame and helpleſs ſubjects tothy crowns 
| ſo we ſhould remain the lame and remedileſꝭ victims of 
thy wrath ? If therefore thou wilt ſhow the boundleſs 
extent 


_ 
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extent of thy grim ſovereignty, by caſting us into 
that flaming abyſs, do it; for we cannot refiſt thee ! 
but do not pretend that wwe have pull'd down thy 
wrath upon us. Rob, O rob us not of the only alle- 


viation, that our deplorable caſe can admit of, viz. 
the comfort of thinking, that our deſtruction is no? 
from ourſelves. If thou wilt be fierce as a lion, at 


_ traſt be not hypocritical as a crocodile. 


— Heavens, replies the abſolute monarch, 
give ear O Earth, and judge of the juſtice of my proce- 

ings againſt theſe lame culprits. In conſequence of 
a per miſſive, Mracious decree of mine, five or fix 
thouſand years ago, one of their anceſtors brought 
lameneſs upon himfelf and upon them : therefore 
their neceſſary lameneſs and the fearful deſtruction 
with which I am going to puniſh their lame ſteps, 


are wholly from themſelves. Are not my ways equal, 


and theirs unequal ? And far from being a crocodile 
towards them, am I not a lamb in whoſe month 1s 
no guile? Orat leaſt a lion, who like that of the tribe 
of Judah, uſe my ſovereign power only according 
to the cleareſt dictates of juſtice and equity ?—Out 
of thine own mouth, reply the wretched culprits, the 


world of rational beings will condemn ' thee, thou 


true king of terrors! Thou acknowledgeſt that 
thouſands of years before we were born one of our 
anceſtors brought upon us the neceſſary lameneſs, in 
conſequence of which we mult be caſt into that fiery 
furnace, without having ever had it in our power to 


take one ſtrait ſtep; and yet thou ſayeſt that our de- 


ſtruction is wholly from ourſelves! It thou wert not 
loſt to all ſenſe ole equity and regard for truth, thou 
wouldſt ſay, that our condemnation is not from our- 
ſelves, but wholly from a man whom moſt of us never 
heard of : unleſs thou waſt the grand contriver of the 


fall, which brought on his lameneſs and ours; and 


in that caſe our deſtruction is far leſs from him than 
from ef. Befides, thou haſt publiſhed a decree, 


in which thou declareſt, They ſhall ſay no more, The 
1 2 uber 
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fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the children's tdeth+ 
are ſet on eige ; but every one ſhall die for his o © 
 INIQUITY. Behold all ſouls are mine, as the ſoul of the 
fathr, fo alſo the ſoul of the ſon is mine, The ſoul that 
Auneth it ſhall die the death thou defigneſt us. Now 
iniquity that we could never - perſonally help, an 
iniquity cauſed by one of gur anceſtors, ean never 
be our own: iniquity contradiſtinguiſhed from that of 
our fathers, It thou didſt caſt all the aſſes of thy 
kingdom into thy. fiery furnace, becauſe they do not 
bray as melodiouſly as the nightingale ſings; or all 
the ravens, becauſe they are not as white as ſwans; 
couldit-thou with any truth ſay, Their torments are 
<vwholly from themſclves ? And bait thou any more rea- 
ſon to ſay that our perdition is from ourſelves, when 
thou burneſt us merely for our natural, neceſſary 
lameneſs, and for the lame ſteps that it has naturally 
and neceſſarily occaſioned? | 
- The judicious reader will enter into this illuſtra- 
tion, without being preſented with a key of my own 
making; and truſting his candor and good ſenſe 
with 25 buſineſs, I draw the following inferences 
from the ſecond. goſpel axiom. which Mr. B. has 
explicitly granted. (1) God does not prevaricate, 
but ſpeaks a melancholy truth when he ſays, O rat 
THOU haſt deffroyed THYSELF. (2) Every reprobate 
is Bis own deſtroyer, not only becauſe he has wilfully 
ſinned away the juſtification mentioned Rom. v. 18, 
by which all infants are entitled to the kingdom of 
heaven; but 'alſo becauſe” he wilfully rejects the 
ſalvation really prepared for, and fincerely offered to 
him in Chriſt. (3) According to the ſecond cove - 
nant we are never in a ſtate of per/onal damnation, 
till we have perſonally buried the talent of that grace, 
which bringeth ſalvation, and hath appeared to all men. 
(4) Calviniſm which teaches the reprobates fully to 
exculpate themſelves, and juſtly to charge God with 
ſhuffling, lying, injyllice, cruelty, and hypocriſy, 


ral. Thus, like other pious Calviniſts“, he gives 


d. 
=_ 
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is a ſyſtem that does the reprobates infinite honour, 
and the divine perfections unſpeakable injury. And 


(5) When Mr. B. maintains, that ** our damnation , 


% is avbolly from our ſelves, he maintains indirectly,. 
that the miuutes and Checks, which neceſſarily ſtand 
or fall with that goſpel axiom, are truly ſeriptu- 
us 


— 
» —— 


n 


*The warm author of a pamphlet entitled Dr. Crifp's ghoſt, or 
« a check upon checks: being a bridle for antinomjans, and a whip for 
« Pclagian and Arminian Merhodifts,” with this motto, Miibou are 
I and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie; defigned,. it ſeems, to 

ip the Arminian dogs, and to prove that Flavel, Baxter, Wil- 
hams, and I, made a. lie, vhen we repreſent Dr. Criſp as an abettor 
of “ antinomian dotages This warm author, I ſay, informs us 
that even Dr. Criſp, overcome by the glaring evidence of truth, 
once ſaid; © I muſt read the fearful doom of all, who have not 
learned this leſſon [denying ungodlineſe] and are not yet taught it 
« of God, &. Ihey are yet in the gall of bitterneſs and in the 
% bond of jniquity, and have not their part in this matter. — 
« as yet, this is their fearful doom, and if they continue thus un- 
taught their leſſon, there can be no ſalvation by grace for them. 
Not every one that fays, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the king - 
% dom of heaven, but he that da- the will. of my Father which is 
in heaven, &c. Same licentious ungodly wretches, I Know, 
4 reply, though to their on ruin, &c. that Chriſt juſtifies the un- 
« godly, and we are ſaved by faith without works: but alas ! they 
« obſerve not how cunningly the devil equivocates to lullthem aſleep 
in their ungodly practiees. It 15 true indeed that Chriſt juſtifies 
« the ungodly, that is, he finds them ungodly when he imputes his 
*« -righteouſneſs to them: but he does not leave them ungodly after 


« he has infpired them, he teacheth them to deny ungodlineſs. 


« He affords no cloak to perſeverance in ungodlineſs, but will come 
« in flaming fire, with his mighty angels to render ance unto 
„ fach. He that denies not ungodlineſs, him will Chriſt deny be- 
fore his Father which is in heaven. Why then wilt thou be de- 


« luded with GROSS SOPHISTRY,.in fo clear a SUNSHINE of the 
« goſpel! Is not the light ſo bright that thine own heart checks 


« thee? And if thine heart condemns thee, God is greater, and 
4 ſearches all things.“ 

$ Hail! Criſp. Far from checking my checks, and whipping the 
Arminian dog, in an happy moment thou manfully _— — 
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an excellent doſe of antidote to expel antinomian 
12 . | poiſon 
0 | | poiſon 


a. 8 nl W 4 3 ans = ” = — s 4. a = of 


— 


James's battle; thou calleſt the doctrine of the checks ©!fuhſBine;” 
and wHIPPEST thine: own ſpeculative error out of the church as 


« profs fophiftry.” | 1 | 
Br. Criſp [ as quoted by his Opponent] almoſt diſcovered once the 
important difference between the ſalvation of a. inner, previous to 
works; and the ſalvation of a believer, conſequent upon works. 
His excellent words run thus. „It is true alfo, we are faved 
% by faith without works, but here alſo Satan equivocates as grolly 
« as inthe other caſe; for though faith only ſaves without works 
« efficiently, YET NOT CONSEQUENTIALLY, as 1 ſaid before: 
« that is, though faith only ſaves, yet that faith muſt not be alone 
< that ſaves,” but muſt be attended with it's fruits, to wir, Uetiying 
« ungodlineſs; elſe it is fo far from ſaving, that it is but a dead 
« faith, and he is but a vain man that has no better, as St. James 
« well afhrms, The perſon believing muſt deny ungodlinets, £ 
« this denial works not his ſalvation.” this is very true, if it is 
underftood e ther of jaicial ſalvation, or of the / menu caliſe of eter- 
nal ſalvation] © Our Saviour ſpeaks to the ame purpoſe, A goad | 
“tree bringeth forth good fruit: He does not ſay the fruit makes \ 
« jt a good tree, yet the good fruit is inſeparable. I ſpeak not of 
«« quantities or degrees, &c, but of the truth, to wit a real and fin- | 
« cere denial of ungodlinefs.” Excellent! To whip the dogs the Rev. 


Mr. P---1, neras only prove, that when David robbed Uriah of the 
ewe-lamb that lay in his boſom, tried to kill his ſoul with drunkæn- 
neſs, and treacherouſly kill'd his body with the ſword of the Am- 
monites, he © really and fincerely denied ungudlineſs.” And that his 
faith produced the good fruit, which is 1NSEPARABLE from fring 
faith. The moment this is done, I promiſe the public to clear pious 
Calvinifts in general from the charge of ſpeculative Antinomianiſm, 
Dr. Criſp in particular from that of glaing contradiction and hi 
zealous ſecond, who accuſes me with © gyojs falfiries,” from Cal- 
viniſtic raſhneſs. | 

We can no more exculpate warm Calviniſts, when betray 
holineſs into the hands of praftical antinomians, — now 
and then ſpeak honourably of good works; then we can clear Pon- 
tius Pilate, from the guilt of delivering the Methah to rhe 
becauſe he once ſolemnly ot water, and waſhed his hands before the 
wiltitude, ſaying, T find no fault in thisjuſ perſon; I am innocent of his 
Blood: See ye to it, If the reverend author of the Hip for the 
Arminians conſiders this, or if he turns to IV. Check p. 40, where 
1 produce D. Wilhams's obſervation concerning Dr. Criſp's incon- 
Hftency, he will be probably leſs forward in cherting Checks, that he 
has not candidly conſidered; and in making whips for the backs of 
his honeſt neighbours, let ſome of them ſhould take them from 


kim to laſh his miſtakes and chaſtiſe his precipitation. 
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reiſon. But who ſhall recommend it to the Calvr- 
niſtic world? Mr. Weſley they will not hear: My 
Checks they will not read.. Go then, *©* waliant 
«. Srgeant, IF.” Thou comeſt from Everton, 
therefore thou ſhalt be welcome. Thou knoweſt the 
way to the cloſets of ſolifidians ; nay thou art there 
already with! The chriſtian world unmaſked.” : 


R IFTH SECTION. | 


Mr. B. candidly grants the conditionality 
of Perſeverance, and conjequently of Election, 

by ſhowing much. reſpect to © Sergeant IF,” 
who. guards the camp of Jeſus : But ſcon 
pieking a. quarrel with. the valiant Sergeant ; 
dliſcharges him as a Few, opens the camp 
to the antinomians by oppofing to them only a ſham 
«centinel, and ſhows the foundation of Calviniſm- 

ina moſt firiking light.. 5 


H E pions author of © The Chriftian World un- | 
| *maſeed? ſpeaking of the Calviniſtic doctrine of - 
znconditional perſeverance, which he confounds with 
the evangelical doctrine of conditional perſeverance; 

p. 194. fays with great truth, provided he had ſpo- 

ken of the latter: It ** affords a ſtable prop to up- 

«© right minds, yet lends no wanton cloak to corrupt 

« hearts, It brings a cordial. to revive the faint, 

< and keeps a guard to check the forward; The 

« guard attending on this doctrine, is Sergeant V; | 

. Tow in ſtature, but lofty in fignificance ; a very . 
« valiant guard, tho? a monoſyllable. Kind notice | 
„has been taken of the Sergeant by Jeſus Chriſt and | 

234 „ his 
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„his apoſtles ; and much reſpect is due unto him, 
«© from all the Lord's recruiting officers, and every 
«© ſoldier in his army. Pray liſten to the Sergeant's 


«ſpeech: I ye continue in my word, then are ye my 


« diſciples indeed. John viii. 31. F ye do theſe things, 
© ye ſhall never fall, 2 Peter, i. 10. F what ye 
« have heard:/ball abide in yon, ye ſhall centinue in the 


* Son and in the Father, 1 John. ii. 24. We are made 


% partakers of Chrift, If wve hol fledfaft unto the end. 
„ Heb. iii. 14. M hoſo looketh and contiuueth (that is, IF 


„ he that looketh, doth continue) in the perfeft law of 


« liberty, that man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, Jam. 1. 
© 25. —— And again, p. 194. Ir backfliders 
& fancy, they mult all be reſtored by repentance, 
« becauſe David was reſtored; and Peter was; the 

„ might as well ſuppoſe, they muſt all n 


„ into Heaven without dying, becauſe Enoch and 
„ Elijah were.“ p. 199, I. 17th. | 


- & Upon this plan of doctrine, we are ready to lay 
by our controverſial pens, and ſhake hands with our 
Calviniſt brethren... All that we defire-of them; in 
order to a, laſting agreement, is—(r) Ta conſider 
what is ;mbliedin the preceding conceſſions; and not 
to gag Sergeant IF, when he honeſtly {peaks the 
very words ot the captain of our ſalvation; or thoſe of 
the Apoſtles his lieutenant-generals :=(2) Not to call 
him a Galatian, or a Papiſl, when he is found in com- 
pany with St, James.— (3) Not to enter an action 
againſt him, for diſturbing the peace of thoſe backſſi 
ders, who have denied the faith, and loſt their firſt 

| love 


— —_—— — — * #boe * 
— 


- 


+ Here Mr. B. in a fit of legality far exceeds the limits of the 
truth which I maintain in the checks: for he infinuates, that the 
recovery of backſliders is as improbable as their bodily tranfJation 
into. heaven. For my part, ſevere as I am repreſented to back}. 
ders, I believe their return is ten thouſand times more probable, 
than their going to heaven as Enoch and Elijah did. 


— — _— it. 
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love, now quietly hug a boſom fin, or take their Lao- 
dicean reſt on the pillow of /e/f-election :—(4) Nor to 


put him under arreſt, for heading a platoon of thofe, 


whom ſome of the abſolute-elect call diabolonians, be- 
cauſe they doubt the truth of wxconditional election, or 
election without F; and chuſe to fire at #r, rather 
than at their captain. — And (5) not to ſay to him, 


Hail Sergeant, kiffing him as it he were a good chrif- 


tian, in order to betray him with ſome decency into 
the hands of the antinomians, as a ** circumciſed 

Whether my pious Opponent has not treated the 
honeſt ſergeant in that manner, I leave the candid 
reader to determine. Let take notice,” {fays he, 
p. 194] ** that ſergeant IF, is not of Jewiſh but 
„ Chriſtian parentage; nat ſprung from Levi, tho? 
« a ſon of Abraham; no centinel of Moſes, but a 
« watchman for the camp of Jeſus. He wears no 
« dripping beard, like the circumciſed race; and is 
% no legal bluſtering condition to purchaſe man's ſal- 
« vation, but a modeſt goſpel evidence to prove the 
„truth of grace. He tells no idle tales” —Enough, 
rev: Sir, if“ Be relli no idle tale, he does not cavil 
and quibble, much lefs does he deny his proper 
name, and well known meaning. Altho' he no more 
dreams of purchaſing man's ſalvation” than you 
do, yet he is conditional / Sergeant , a very wali- 
ant guard to the fcriptural doctrine of perſeverance, 


and an irreconciteable enemy to Calvin's election, and 


% antinomian dotages. 


O ye Oppoſers of the ſecond goſpel axiom, 


«© Pray come and peep ! — See calviniſm ** anmaſted” 


by one of your principal leaders, who ſhews to the 
world the futile foundation of your doctrine of grace! 
—- Thanks be to his humourous honeſty, we ſee now, 
that thoſe famous doctrines ſtand upon the . 


metaphyſical difference there is, between 1, if; 


between Jewiſh J, and Chriſtian ; legal V and 
| . a : | £Vans 


i 


— 


aid to David, F thou doft theſe things thou ſhalt never 


\ 


- 


_ evangelical; V at Madeley, and V at Everton. 


When I, the -culprit, appears in the Foundery. 
lpit, he tells idle tales, it teems! he flily diſguiſes 


— himſelf! But, when J the orthodox, ſhews: him» _ 
ſelf in the deſk at“ * *, (for it is to be feared, that 


he ſeldom appears in the pulpit ualiauy to ue 
bible perſeverance) he never equavacates'! Wh 

he ſays to people that never ſtood; or to people that 
can never tall, e do theſe things ye ſhall never yr 
&c, He is not a condition, and yet he never ſhuffies! 


Theſe are ſtrange hints indeed | 


Patient Reader, permit me to try, by the-follow- 
ing queſtions,” the Küdiey of the Calvmiſtic diſtinc- 
tion between Fand [F, which W 
weight of the great Diana. (1) When the goſpe 


fall, and he fell into adultery : was /ergrant Ia Mo- 
DEST goſpel evidence to prove the truth of his greg? 
And ſuppoling he was ſuch a mad evidence, did he 
„% lend no wanton'cloak to :a t heart 7 02) 


When our Lord ſaid to the young ruler, I thow wilt 


be perſect, ſell all; was ſergeant IF ,  Fewiſh, or 
Chriftian parentage ?——(5) How ſhall I know when 


the ſergeant .is © a-centinel of Moſes,” or when he ig 
 &. @ evatchman for the camp of Feſus?”” Should you 
_ anſwer, A Jag IF wears a drifping beard, you may 
indeed by fu 

fome Calviniſts ; but you leave mne quite in the dark; 


ch an argument convince, and entertain 


and with ““ ome. wery honeft folks; cube are caft in 4 
goſpel foundery, inſtead of ** ringing a fire bell, I ſmile 
at your wit and ort y, hut can no more under- 
ſtand what you mean by an IF ** with a drippi 
beard” than you could conceive what I would be at, 
if I ſpoke of a Ye, with a long tail, or a Herb 
with dreadful horns, — (4) How ſball I diſtinguiſh 
a ** legal” from an evangelical Z*? Should you ſay 
that the legal, bluftering” ſergeant wears an halberd, 
but the evangelical, mild 7 has no weapon at all: 7a 
| a 


„ 
4 
« 
: 


( 9o ) Steve g. 
aſk, What bufineſs has an unarmed IF in the camp 
of ſeſus? Why do you call him ** ſergeant?” Is. 
he nota ſham ** centinel” a ridiculous ſcare-crow, to 
_ deceive the fimple, rather than 4 very valiant 

% 'pnard to check the' forwuard?”” —(5) How ſhalt T 
make a differehce between ' an Everton 7f, and a 
Madeiy ? When I have read my bible in both 
places, I have always found the ſergeant exactly of 
the ſame ſtature; he always appeared in the fame 
black regimentals: and to this day a Madely M exact- 
ly anſwers to the deſcription, that the pious vicar of 
Everton gives of him. He is ** @ mongſyllable, low in 
66: fature, but of bifty ſignificance; Whereas the 
Everton V, is yet-lower in ffgnificance than inflature, 
fince you make it ſignify fuk nothing. Should you 
reply, that a Madely , is lite one of tbe circum- 

« ciſed race; I anſwer, that although, eleven years 
ago Icircumciſed him with an antinomian knife, yet. _ 
I did not quite mutilate him. But I could name a 
goſpel miniſter, who has ** ſerved more than three 
apprenticeſhips at a noted hall a <1 nth by whom 
unhappy ſergeant. has not only been cirerm- . 
ciſed, but quite emaſculated, yea, deprived of his 1 
very vitals. For when J, in the above quoted N 
ſcriptures, is abſolutely diveſted of - conditionality, | 
and turned into an unneceſſary evidence of grace, 
which the elect can do without, as well as David ang 
Solomon; may it not be compared to a dead ſer- ; 
geant, * whoſe lungs and heart are pulled out; and . 
whoſe ill-ſmelling remains, far from being a vi 1 
ent guard” againſt the forward, prove an enticing. 
lure to unclean birds, who fly about in ſearch of a 5 
carcaſe. | A 4 141 
1 

Excuſe reader, this prolix and ludicrous defence 

of the Sergeant. The ſubject, tho? treated in ſo 
ueer a manner, is of the utmoſt importance; for the 
minutes, the checks, and the. fecond goſpel axiom 


” \ 
— 


Lu works ſale; intreating them not to undervalue 


* 
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ſtand or fall with ſergeant / If he is à coward 4 


knave, or a cypher, antinomianiſm will till prevail; 
but if he recoverschis true and lofty fienificance, he 
will ſoan rid the church of autinomian dotages. 
much reſpect is due unto him,” and to St. James's 
undefiled gigi, which the ingenious book I quote 
indirectly undermines, I thought it my duty to 
open my bag” alſo, and let out a ferret, or to enk 
exactly the language of Everton, a Foa to chaſe 
Gig fraghts gooſe hard at hand.” Take notice how- 
ever, that, \ 
iy reverend author of the World unmaſked, for he-has 


eit enough, and to ſpare ; but the-avadiing dame, 


Calviniſtic contradiction, : alias Lic  Genewenſis, 
And now reader, I lay her before thee, : not to make 
thee % upon her amid/t: a deal of cackling 
% hi , but that thou wouldſt help me to nail her 
up to the everlaſting doors of the temple of truth, 
as ſportſmen do cranes and foxes to the doors of 
their rural buildings, | 
ren. 0:0 | 


CONCLUSION. 


Were I to conclude theſe ſtrictures upon the dan- 
gerous tenets, inadvertently advanced, and happily 
contradicted, in The Chrifhan world unmaſted, with- 
out profefling -my brotherly love and fincere reſpect 


for the ingenious and pious Author; I houid wrong 


him, myſelf, and the cauſe which I defend. I only do 


him juſtice when I ſay, that fery, very few of our el- 
ders, equal him in de votedneſs to Chriſt,” zeal, dili- 


gence, and miniſterial ſucceſs. His indefatigable la- 
bours in the word and doctrine, entitle him to a dou- 
ble ſhare of honour ; and J invite all my readers with 
me to efteem him highly in love for his Maſter's, and 


his 


y the gooſe,” I do not mean the tru- 


* 
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Ct 08} Conclaftor, 
his vital piety, on account of his antinomian opinion: 
and beſeeching them to conſider, that his errors are 
fo much the more excutable as they do not influence 
his moral conduct, and he refutes them himſelf, far 
more than his favourite ſcheme of doctrine allows 
him to do, Add to this, that thoſe very errors ſpring 
in «. great degree from the Idea, that he honours 
Chriſt by receiving, and does God ſervice oF propas 
gating them. x 


$ The defire of catching the attention of his rea» 
ders, has made him-chufe à witty, facetious manner 
of writing, for Which he has a peculiar, turn; and 
the neceſſity I am under of ſlanding his inz/ref attack, 
obliges me to meet him upon his own ground, and to 


encounter him with his own weapons. I beg, that : 


what paſſes for evangelical humour in him, may not 
be called indecentlevity in me. A ſharp pen may be 
guided by a kind heart; and ſuch, I am perſuaded, 
18 that of my much eſteemed : antagoniſt, whom I pub- 
lickly invite to my pulpit ; ; proteſting that I ſhould be 
edified, and overjoy'd, to hear him enforce there the 
guarded ſubſtance of bis book, which, notwithſtand- 
ing the vein of ſolifidianiſm 1 have taken the liberty 
to open, contains pr» 0 and glorious truths, 


1 
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